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INERODUG TION 


Iz THE worDs of Theophilus Cibber, one of William King’s 
earliest biographers, The Transactioneer With some of his 
Philosophical Fancies: In Two Dialogues (London, 1700) was 
“one of the... merriest Satires that ever was written in Prose.’ 
It is certainly one of the cleverest burlesques of the Philosophi- 
cal Transactions of the Royal Society and stands with Butler’s 
The Elephant in the Moon, Shadwell’s The Virtuoso, and 
Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels as one of the most telling assaults 
on the antics of the modern virtuosi and the pretensions of 
the Royal Society. As King’s editor, John Nichols, remarks, 
The Transactioneer had “in many places discovered the vul- 
nerable heel of Achilles.’’” John Ray, one of Britain’s foremost 
naturalists, condemned the work as “a scurrilous pamphlet,”’ 
and the Royal Society attempted to discover and to prosecute 
the anonymous author.’ 

King (1663-1712) focuses his attack on Sir Hans Sloane, sec- 
retary of the Royal Society. It is not entirely clear why Sloane 
should have irritated King so deeply (personal animosity does 
not seem to have been the cause}, but so profound was King’s 
distaste for Sloane that he attacked him again in his Useful 
Transactions in Philosophy (1709). What seems likely is that, 
as the secretary of the Royal Society and a famous collector 
of curiosities and objects of “virtu,’” Sloane stood as a promi- 
nent and convenient symbol of the ridiculous and inconse- 
quential behavior of the modern virtuoso. And as an editor of 
the Philosophical Transactions (he signed the dedications 
from 1695 through 1713}, Sloane was personally responsible 
for its content, thus making himself the natural target for 
King’s assault on scientific writing of the age.* 

Like Swift, King was a lifelong defender of the ancients 
against the moderns, and The Transactioneer grows naturally 
out of the Phalaris controversy in which King joined fellow 
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Christ Church wits Francis Atterbury and Charles Boyle in 
their satiric assault on the pedantry and ill-manners of Richard 
Bentley.® King continued the attack in Dialogues of the Dead 
(1699), where he refers laughingly to Bentley as “Ricardo” 
and “Bentivoglio” and mocks his philological punctilio, mag- 
nifies his manic enthusiasm for all things modern, and system- 
atically trivializes his arguments through sustained reductio 
ad absurdum and calculated misquotation. Of Bentley’s rather 
extensive work in ancient chronology, King’s ironic spokes- 
man remarks, “There was not a potter in Athens or a brazier 
in Corinth but he knows when he set up and who took out 
a statute of bankrupt against him.’’® 

King attacks vices by which he was himself beset. Like 
Bentley, he was a natural scholar, with the acquisitive in- 
stincts of a literary magpie. During his leisurely and extended 
stay at Christ Church, King claims to have read and annotated 
over twenty-two thousand books and manuscripts. And even 
a cursory review of the ‘“Adversaria,” the transcription of 
King’s reading notes, reveals his tendency to isolate the most 
inconsequential, curious, or bizarre features of the works he 
had read. One finds this fascination with the triviality of 
modern learning in King’s first satirical work, A Journey to 
London In the Year, 1698 (1698), which burlesques Martin 
Lister’s chatty and circumstantial A Journey to Paris in the 
Year 1698. In the words of King’s narrator, it is a “tract... 
written chiefly to satisfy my own curiosity,” a curiosity sated 
by the observation of cellar windows, weeds, household uten- 
sils, and the “several commodities fitting for the ease and sup- 
port of human life, as counterfeit pearl necklaces, fans, tooth- 
picks, and tooth-pick cases, and especially prunes.”’? With a 
mordant literal-mindedness that reminds the modern reader 
of Gulliver at his most obtuse, King’s narrator remarks that 
while in London he went to see an old woman: “she was QI 
years of age. I was surprised to find her body in ruins. It was 
a perfect mortification to see the sad decays of Nature.’’® Like 
Swift, King is fascinated by the moral implications of modern 
style. And like Swift, he sets out to capture that peculiar blend 


of enthusiasm and obliquity which marks the modern pursuit 
of the trivial. 
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This dual focus on the trivial objects of modern attention 
and the vitiated style in which they are described lies at the 
heart of The Transactioneer. Here King treats his satiric hero, 
Sir Hans Sloane, ‘under two Characters: as an Author and an 
Editor. In the former I have consider’d his own personal Ca- 
pacity: In the other, his Judgment in the choice of his Friends, 
and of the Discourses that he Publishes” (sig. A2r}. In the first 
dialogue, a Gentleman (King’s spokesman) engages in polite 
debate with a Virtuoso, who defends Sloane’s practice as editor 
of the Philosophical Transactions. In the second, he engages 
the Transactioneer (Sloane] directly. In both dialogues the 
Gentleman asks naive and apparently well-meaning questions 
which elicit a series of self-incriminating answers from the 
Virtuoso and the Transactioneer, all of which cast doubt on 
the abilities of Sir Hans Sloane as editor of the Philosophical 
Transactions and on the program of the Royal Society as a 
whole. King adopts the satiric persona of a friend of the Royal 
Society who is “mov’d by the Respect I have for Natural 
Studies” and offended by “the trifling and shallow Manage- 
ment of one [Sloane] who wants every Qualification that is 
requisite for such a Post’ (sigs. A2v—A3r). 

Perhaps the best commentary on King’s satiric purpose in 
The Transactioneer is to be found in King’s later assault on 
Sir Hans Sloane in his Useful Transactions in Philosophy, 
part 3 (1709), a parody of Sloane’s Voyage to Jamaica. Present- 
ing the travel narrative of one “Jasper Van Slonenburgh, a 
Learned Mem|bler of the Royal Virtuosi of Great Britain,” 
King satirizes the empty circumstantiality of Sloane’s “plain 
style” and mocks the scientists’ claim that ‘it is truth that 
Natural Philosophers must search after, and not ornamental 
expressions.” The publisher of Slonenburgh’s travels confesses 
that many of the things described by the author “may seem 
at first to be trivial, yet contain in them great penetration of 
thought and depth of judgement. By these means philosophers 
search into the recesses of Nature.’”” 

The Royal Society took great pride in its advancement of 
“Real Knowledge,’”’”’’ contrasting the solidity of its own experi- 
mental discoveries with the insubstantiality of ancient wis- 
dom. Like Butler, Shadwell, and Swift, King suggests that the 
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discoveries of the Royal Society are far less substantial than 
they claim to be. The Transactioneer’s table of contents, with 
such headings as “Mr. Ray’s Definition of a Dil——-oe"; “vA 
Foetus 16 Years in Utero”, “A Lamb Suckled by a Weather”; 
“Martial Discipline of Grasshop[pJers”’; and “A stout Butchers 
Dog that run under a Bed,” suggests just how seriously King 
regarded the discoveries chronicled in the Philosophical Trans- 
actions. He laughs at Sloane’s mania for collecting specimens. 
The Virtuoso boasts that Sloane “hath not so much as 
ne([g}lected an Ear-picker or a Rusty Razor, for he values any 
thing that comes from the Indies or China at a high Rate; for 
were it but a Pebble, or a Cockle-shell from thence, he’d soon 
write a Comment upon it, and perpetuate its Memory upon 
a Copper-plate’”’ (14-15). 

Indeed, the Gentleman’s question “But pray of what use are 
the China Ear-pickers of, in the way of Knowledge?” (15) 
measures Sloane by standards he had himself helped to erect. 
Throughout The Transactioneer, King’s satire returns to the 
question of whether the Philosophical Transactions can be 
said to offer substantial new discoveries or whether they serve 
to encourage and perpetuate the hobbies and enthusiasms of 
a small coterie of philosophical dilettantes. The Transac- 
tioneer remarks that the initials F.R.S. are “my way of Reward- 
ing my Friends and Benefactors. We now begin to call it Our 
Royal-Society” (33). When the Gentleman inquires what is 
gained by the discovery that the fossilized tongue of a fish 
dug up in Maryland resembles one “‘taken from the Pastinaca 
Marina, frequent in the Seas of Jamaica” (19), he is told that 
he mistakes the design: “it was never intended to advance 
Natural Knowledge; For who’s the wiser for knowing that the 
Bones of a dead Fish have been dug up, or where? No, the true 
use of the Story is to amuse the Ignorant; for if they Talk of 
things that are out of the way; we presently make an Harangue 
about the Mandibulum of a Pastinaca Marina found Fossile in 
Mary-Land, and then they are silenced at an instant” (19). 

The Transactioneer is filled with examples of gossip, old- 
wives’ tales, and apocryphal wisdom which, because they have 
been translated to the pages of Sloane’s Philosophical Trans- 
actions, have assumed the status of “Real Knowledge.” King’s 
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comment in the Useful Transactions in Philosophy that in 
Sloane’s travel writing “the observations, which run some- 
times a little upon the nasty, are made from the meanest 
actions of mankind, and the very dregs of Nature,”" might 
serve aS commentary on The Transactioneer as well. The 
Transactioneer praises James Pettiver’s “Specimens of Modern 
Magnificence,”’ which includes a collection of “Snails, and 
Beetles, Caterpillars, Spiders, and others of the like sort. . . 
Rushes, Thistles, Mosses, with abundance more of equal 
worth” (35). Boasting of his skills in physic, the Transactioneer 
describes his acquaintance with one Charles Worth, an apothe- 
cary who, having eaten a pie made from the poppy plant, 
“was presently taken with such a kind of a Dilirium, as made 
him fancy that most that he saw was Gold, and calling for a 
Chamber-pot, being a White Earthen one, after having purged 
by stool into it; he broke it into peices, and bid the by-standers 
to save them, for they were all Gold” (39). When questioned 
about the extreme particularity of this episode, the Transac- 
tioneer replies that such details are absolutely necessary. For 
had his correspondent ‘only told us, that the Herb Purged and 
caused a Dilirium, how must we have known that he made 
use of an Earthen-Chamber-Pot, that he purged into it, and 
then broke it”’ (39-40). When the Gentleman persists in asking 
what such information can possibly contribute to natural 
knowledge, the Transactioneer’s reply —“pray, Does not a 
Man know more that knows the Chamber-Pot was broke, than 
he that hears of a Dilirium, and Purging?” (40) —incarnates 
that myopic affection for inconsequential fact so often noted 
by Augustan satirists of the Royal Society. While the Virtuoso 
and the Transactioneer are quick to detail what the Royal 
Society has presumably discovered, they have no answer what- 
soever to King’s persistent question, but why? In this respect, 
they are the direct ancestors of those virtuosi of Lagado, proud 
to have spun cloth from spiderwebs or to have bred flocks 
of naked sheep. 

King pays particular attention to Sloane’s ‘‘Remarkable Ob- 
servations in Physick and Chirurgery” (49), including his in- 
sistence that ‘Many in the High-lands ... do venture to cut 
the Uvula off when they are troubled with it; and prescribe 
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for a Remedy thereafter, a peice of Bread and Cheese” (51) and 
his astounding discovery that coughs must be caused by the 
docking of boats because “the Inhabitants of St. Kilda are 
every Summer infected with a Cough upon the Chamberlins 
Landing” (52-53). The Transactioneer seems to be particularly 
charmed by obstetric anomalies. He cites a description in the 
Philosophical Transactions, number 233, of a woman “seven 
years bringing forth a Child Bone by Bone, and all by the Fun- 
dament” (54). He takes pride in having described an infant 
born with “Two Heads,” one of which was “a Bag resembling 
the Hood of a Benedictine Monk’ (56), and he mentions an- 
other “Account of a Child born without a Brain, which had it 
lived long enough would have made an Excellent Publisher of 
Philosophical Transactions” (56). When the Gentleman sug- 
gests that perhaps the Transactioneer has been fooled by corre- 
spondents in the field and asks what reasons can be given to 
justify their reliability, the Transactioneer replies: ‘Reason! 
Psha! I don’t trouble my self to enquire after the Reason of 
every thing that’s told me; if I should, I should have Work 
enough to find Reasons for every thing that’s Communicated 
in the Transactions” (55). 

Not only does King ridicule the triviamongering of modern 
science; he also attacks the style of the Philosophical Trans- 
actions themselves. In the process, he questions the dubious 
achievement of their editor, Sir Hans Sloane, while poking 
fun at the Royal Society’s program for reforming modern 
prose. For, as the Transactioneer insists, to imitate the Royal 
Society is ‘‘to speak in the Language of the Moderns” (74). 
Sprat’s History of the Royal Society (1667) published the inten- 
tion “to return back to the primitive purity, and shortness, 
when men deliver’d so many things, almost in an equal num- 
ber of words.’ Sprat boasted that the Royal Society had 
“exacted from all their members, a close, naked, natural way 
of speaking; positive expressions; clear senses ; a native easi- 
ness; bringing all things as near the Mathematical plainness, 
as they can: and preferring the language of Artizans, Country- 
men, and Merchants, before that, of Wits, or Scholars.’”® As 
the editor of the Philosophical Transactions, Sloane presum- 
ably embodied these aspirations. Yet, as King’s ironic spokes- 
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man observes, ‘All who read his Tran/sJactions either in 
England, or beyond the Seas, cry out that the Subjects which 
he writes on are generally so ridiculous and mean: and he 
treats of them so emptily; and in a S[t]yle so confused and 
unintelligible, that it is plain he’s so far from any usefull 
Knowledge, that he wants even common Grammar” (sig. A31). 

Sprat had claimed that the members of the Royal Society 
had cleansed their writings of all “amplifications, digressions, 
and swellings of style,”'* but here Sloane is lauded for a style 
that is “prodigiously sublime,” so that even those members 
of the Royal Society who follow its program, “who imitate 
Bacon, Boyle, or Men of that Character” (3), find it hard to 
understand the Philosophical Transactions. “{F]or there the 
Expressions are suitable to the Sublimity of the Subjects, and 
consequently mighty Mysterious, and above the reach of these 
Gentlemen” (3). As the faithful, if dim-witted, partisan of Sir 
Hans Sloane, the Virtuoso consistently defends his worst 
obfuscations. When the Gentleman impatiently asks, ‘‘What 
wou’d the drift of this be did the Author put it into English,” 
the Virtuoso replies: “I see Sir you are altogether a Stranger 
to the Language of our Author’s Writings and the present 
Philosophical Transactions, otherwise you would easily have 
known the meaning of all this” (7). No one, King suggests, 
not the general reader, not Sprat’s artisans, countrymen, and 
merchants, not even the trained scientists themselves, could 
possibly know “the meaning of all this.” 

In the preface to The Transactioneer, King argues that “his 
[Sloane’s] own Words will be the best Proof of what I say, 
and I have been so carefull in producing them, that I defie 
him to shew he is once Misrepresented. Nay, there is so little 
need of that, that I challenge any Man with all his Art to 
imitate the Bulls and Blunders which he so naturally pours 
forth” (sig. A3r). King exaggerates, of course. He misquotes the 
Philosophical Transactions; conflates passages not necessarily 
related; and omits significant information when it might miti- 
gate the apparent foolishness of the incident in question, all 
in the interest of making Sloane look as ridiculous as possible. 
Yet none of the incidents recounted in The Transactioneer 
is a complete fabrication, with the possible exception of his 
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description of the use of hog’s dung to wash clothes, hence the 
proverb “In Lincolnshire, where the Hogs sh Soap, and 
the Cows sh_—— Fire” (66-67). Indeed, King’s careful annota- 
tion of the passages he burlesques clearly invites the reader 
to consult the Philosophical Transactions in order to admire 
both the cleverness of his parody and his essential fidelity to 
the spirit (if not the letter) of the original. 

Throughout The Transactioneer King mocks Sloane’s 
“strange Tallent at Stile” (4) and criticizes him for his skill 
“in coining Words” (12) and for the “Prolixity” of his ‘“Philo- 
sophical Description” (58). When the Gentleman asks the 
Transactioneer to explain a particularly tortuous passage from 
the Philosophical Transactions, the Transactioneer replies 
that, just as “amongst the Beauxs a careless Dress is the most 
admired, so we Philosophers signalize our selves, by a careless 
use of Language” (81). Perhaps most important, King empha- 
sizes the sheer tautology which lies at the heart of many of 
the reports included in the Transactions by Sir Hans Sloane. 
When asked what inferences he makes of the effects of ‘“Cyno- 
crambe,” an herb he had described in the Transactions, the 
Transactioneer replies, ‘‘Why, from the Effects of this Plant, 
I draw this Inference, That whether the Quantity or Quality 
of this Herb were the Cause of its Effects, I know not, but 
think that every Body will do well to be cautious and wary 
in the use of it in such Quantities, after such a Warning” (44). 
As if following Sprat’s program to the letter, the Transac- 
tioneer has succeeded in delivering ‘so many things, almost 
in an equal number of words.’”’ And, King implies, the world 
is hardly better off for it. 

King’s satiric method is perhaps best described by Isaac 
Disraeli, himself a purveyor of literary curiosities: “[King] 
took advantage of their [the Philosophical Transactions’] per- 
plexed and often unintelligible descriptions; of the meanness 
of their style ... ; of their credulity that heaped up marvels, 
and their vanity that prided itself on petty discoveries, and 
invented a new species of satire.’”’” Disraeli may exaggerate 
the extent of King’s innovations: after all, his assault on mod- 
ern science was not entirely new. Yet in its clever amalgama- 
tion of parody, quotation, comic dialogue, and satiric fantasy, 
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The Transactioneer provides a pattern whose outlines may 
be seen in Gulliver’s Travels, A Tale of a Tub, The Memoirs 
of Martinus Scriblerus, and The Dunciad. 


Le Moyne College 
Syracuse, New York 
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B* the following Dialogues it is Apparent, 
that by Induftry alone a Man may get fo 
much Reputation almoft in any Profettion as 
fhall be fufficient to amufe the World, tho’ he 
has neither Parts nor Learning to fupport it.The 
Perfon who makes the Chief Figure in them, 
has certainly nothing but a buftling temper to re- 
commend him, and yet has gained fo much upon 
many People, that they will fcarce believe the 
Evidence of their own Senfes ; but ’tis proba- 
ble that thofe who are not paft cure may now 
be undeceiv’d. 

-T have treated him under two Chara€ters : 
as an Author and an Editor. Inthe former I 
bave-confider’d his own perfonal Capacity: In 
the other, his Judgment in the choice of his 
Friends, and of the Difcourfes that he Pub- 
lifhes. 

I know it may be faid, he Writes in Hurry, 
and has not time to corre€t and finifh it. But 
then who obliges him to Write at all? What 
occafion is there for it es what is the- ufe of 

me ite 
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‘t? Befides he Publifhes Notes forfooth, and 
Peices of no more than 4,6, or perhaps 8 lines, 
and what timfe can there be required for the 
Compofal of fuch? "Tis plain a Man that is 
himfelf once poffefs'd of any Subject, can ex- 
prefs it to another, if he has but Language., If 
his Head be clear, and the Things rightly di- 
gef{ted in it, there can be no Difficulty in the 
conyeying them thence. But where a Man has 
no real Parts; and is Mafter of only Scraps 
eos up from one and from another, or Col- 
e€ted out of this Book or that, and thefe all 
in confufion in his Head, *tis obvious what a 
Writer he muft needs make. No, our I7van/- 
attioneer {hould have kept to his old way of 
buftling, vying with Dr. Su/mon at Auttions, 
muftering up Books for a fhew, and of 
acting by Signs, Scrapes and Wriggles. ‘Half: 
Sentences, and broken Phrafes, with thefe Af 
fiftances, pafs’d pretty well upon fome. But 
‘he rouft appear in Print, ftript of them, and. 
now all’s out; the World having gat at length 
the true Meafure of his Abilities. 

Perhaps it may feem ftrange, that I who am. 
no Member of the R. S.fhould deal fo freely 
with the Perfon, and fome Correfpondents, of 
one who Is flipp’d into the Poft of Secretary to 
that Hluftrious Body. But lam mov'd by the 
Refpect I have for Natural Studies, and a fear 
Jeaf{t thofe Men who have made fuch great Ad- 
yances in it, and thereby gain’d the Applaufe 
of all the Learned World, fhould lofe any part 
of it by the trifling and fhallow Management 
of ong who wants every Qualification that is 
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requifite for fuch a Poft. All who read his 
Tranattions either in England, or beyond the 
Seas, cry out that the Subjects which he writes 
on are generally fo ridiculous and mean : and he 
treats of them foemptily ; and in a Syle fo con- 
fufed and unintelligible, that it is plain he’s fo 
far from any ufefull Knowledge, that he wants 
even common Grammar. This is fo Notorious 
from every line he has publiihed, that his own 
Words will be the beft Proof of what I fay, 
and! have been {fo carefull in producing them, 
that I defie him to fhew he is once Mifieprefen- 
ted. Nay, there is fo little need of that, that 
I challenge any Man with all his Art to imi- 
tate the Bulls and Blunders which he fo natu- 
rally pours forth. 

His Correfpondents are moft of them fo like 
himfelf for Learning and Underftanding, thata 
Man may almoft fwear they were caft in the 
fame Mold: Indeed he has had a very lucky 
hit in the choice of them. 

Iam forry to fee that Excellent Society in 
any hazard of being Eclipfed by the wretched 
Gambols of thefe People. Learned Men abroad 
have ever verry juftly had a vaft efteem for 
the Englifh Society: But I find that now like te 
decline ; they having no other way of judging 
of it but by the Phi/ofophical Tranfattions. The 
World every where looks on them as a kind 
of Journal of the R. Society, tho’ there’s no 
Ground for that Opinion; for they were be- 
gun by Mr. Oldenburg, who all along declar’d 
the R. Society were not concern’d in thofe 
Tranfactions, but that they were a Work Ce 

us 
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his own and fome Friends. At that time they 
were carry’d on in {uch a manner that they met 
every where with Approbation, and were of 
real ufe. But fince this new Secretary-fhip all 
agree amore ufelefs Paper no where appears, 
and I was concern’d that fuch a one fhould pafs 
for a Work of the R. Society. 

*Tis their Vindication that has drawn me to 
undertake this, and if I can but difabufé the 
World by it] have my end. Ican truely fay 
that I have no perfonal Prejudice to the pre- 
fent Tran/fattioneer or any of his Friends ; For 
I am but Kittle known toany of them: And 
if they now think I have no defign to recom- 
mend myfelf to their Acquaintance, I fancy the 
Reader will not believe they are miftaken. 
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Between 2 


Gentleman 
AI oe ay 


VIRTUOSO 


Virtuofo. RAY Sir what Philofophi- 
cal News have you heard 
of late among{t out 
Friends, and what New 

Difcoveries or Improvements have they 

made ? 


Gentleman. Truly Sir, 1 have fcarce en- 
quired after Philofophical News, fince Dr. 
Plot and Mt. Oldenburg were taken from 
amongft us; not but that there are a great 
many Men of Learning and Merit ftill re- 
maining, who bear not only the Titles of 
Virtuof, but really deferve them: 


B Virtaof 


(2) 


Virtwof. And are not the Improvements 
they make worth enquiring after ? 


Gent. ¥es Sit; But, thofe are onky coth- 
municated to Friends ; and fince they have 
thought fit to conceal them, 1 know not 
whether I may take the liberty of divulging 
what is kept as Secret by the Authors. 


Vituof. Nay,, whatever hath been com- 
municated as a Secret, I fhall not defire 
you to divulge,. tho’ methinks it is a pity 
any thing fhould be kept private, that 
might be of Publick Ufe, and promote 
Natural Knowledge: But may I take the 
liberty to ask you why they are unwilling 
to Publifh them. 


Gent. Since you defire me to tell you the 
Reafons; I fhall acquaint you with them 
as far as lam able. 


Virtuof. Six, X thall efteem it a fingular 
Favour. 


Gent. Then you muft know Sir, thefe 
Gentlemen have that vaft Opinion of the 
prefent Philofophical LTranfattions, and. the 
Papers communicated therein, that they 
are unwilling to Publifh their poor Dif 
coveries ot Improvements, amongft Subje€ts 
fo Noble in themfelves, and fo accurately 


writ. 
Virtuof. 
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Virtuof. Traly their Caution is but re- 
quifite, for inthe Late Tranfa€tions, mot 
of the Subjetts are indeed moft prodigiouf. 
Jy fublime ; and penn’d too ina Wranteieas 
manner, So that it is a hard matter for 
the generallity of Virtwof, who imitate 
Bacon, Boyle, or Men of that CharaGter, to 
write in the Language obfervable in moft 
of thofe Papers; for there the Expreffions 
are fuitahle to the Sublimity of the Sub- 
jetts, and confequently mighty Myfterious, 
and above. the reach of thefe Gentlemen, 


Gent. Yes Sir, The Sublimity of the 
Stile makes it inacceffible to thofe that are 
not accuftomed to fuch Flights. 


Virtuof. Why, ’tis no wonder; for you The Com- 
muft know the Philofophical Tranfa€tions piling the 
come through the Hands of one ; who takes nleg ‘ 
care that every thing be nobly and clearly Work of4 
expreffed ; and by his own Writings, which fingle Per- 
fo plentifully adorn thofe Papers, One may fon, 
fee, he is abundantly Qualified for the 
Task he has taken upon him. 


Gent. Pray are not the Philofophical 
Tranfactions then Publifhed by dire€tion of 
the Royal Society. 


Virtuof. No, no, Sir, far from it, that 
lies all upon one Mans Head ; and *us hap- 
py he has fo good a Head-peice. 

Ba Gent 
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Gent. May one bé fo bold as to ask the 
Compilers Name? 


Virtuof. 1 fappofe you ‘cannot but have 
heard of one who is fo famous and keeps 
Correfpondence with fo many Learned Men, 
his Name is fufficiently known amongft the 
Learned. 


Geat. If I guefs right at the Man; 1 muft 
needs fay, I have heard a great many migh- 
ty things faid ofhim,; very fine things in- 
deed! And much to his Renown. 


Virtuof. O. Sir,-he’s a great Man; for-be- 


cellency of fides his wonderful Skill in Phyfick and Phy- 


his Stile. 


lofophy, he has a f{trange Tallent at Stile, 
this Knack at that is admirable, to convince 
you of this, I fhall refer you to the Philo- 
Sopbical Tranfattions, Numb. 252. p. 188. 
where you will find, the following Repre- 
entation of a: Limeftone Marble awa in 
Wales, when polhed; fo his Intelligencer 
Phrafes it. | 


Gent. Admirable indeed! 


Virtuof. Why! There lies the Rarity of 
che Thing, for an ordinary Reader would 
think it was polifhed before it was found. 
But Sir, the Tranfaftioneer himfelf far out- 
{trips him in his Note upon this remarka- 
ble peice ; take it in his own Words. This 

Stone 
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Stone is a fort of Coral, and the Lapid: 
Aftroitidis five ftellaris primum Genus. ay 
de Boadt, or Aftroites Worm, Mus. It grows 
in the Seas adjoyning to Jamaica ; It is fre- 
quently found foffile in England. I bave 
Some of it found here that will polifh as well 
as Aguat, which was many Years fince found 
out by Mr.Beaumont. There are many other 
things growing in the Seas adjoyning to Ja- 
maica, and not to be found iz thefe Parts, 
which.are frequently dug up in the Inland 
Parts of England, azd elfewhere, where they 
do ndt naturally grow. 


Gent.. Pray:Sir let me defire you to give 
me the meaning of what you have related 
in plain Englifh, for the Sublimity of this 
way of Expreflion is above my mean Capa- 
city. 


Virtuof. The Dignity of the Subjeét will 
by no means admit of it ; befides it will be 
an injuftice and leffening of the Authors per- 
formance. 


Gent. However for Difcourfe fake pray 
Jet me ask you, What he means by that 
propofition this Stone is a Coral? 


Virtuof. O Sir, His meaning is very ap- 
parent. °Tisas muchas if one fhould fay, 
this Elephant is an Apple-Tree. Now [hope 
tis plain? There are fome tatling People 
likewife that fay, they cann’t tell what he 

means 
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ns by Aftroitidis neither: They fag 
Woe ed ae ef any fuch word but 
if they look into the fawaican Catalogue 
they’l find thoufands of like kind. Whya 
Perfon of his Figure may make Prefidents 
Fellow that ceed it thought it had beema 
Charm. 


Gein, Very like! But pray Sir how. ate 
we to interpret him, when he fays, the 
Limeftone Marble that was found m Wales 
and was a Cora/, and the Lapidis, and ths 
Lord knows what, grew in the Seas ad- 
joyning to Jamaica ¢ Befides, what he has a- 
bout its being found and found again has 
almoft confounded me I muft confefs. His 
Intelligencer days, *twasfound in Wales. He, 
that it grows im the Seas of Famaica: That 
it is frequently found Foffile (mark the 
Phrafe) in Exg/and: That he has fome of it 
found here, which was many years fince found 
ext by Mr. Beaumont ; That there gre ma- 
ny things found in the Seas of Jamaica, not 
zo be found in thefe Parts, (4. e. in England) 
wbich are frequently to be dug up in the In- 
land Parts of England, where yet after alf 
they do not grow. This in my {fenfle is to 
fay it was found in Wales but grew in Fa- 
maica: “Twas frequently found in England, 
and by way of reinforcement *twas found 
here, and many years fince found. And that 
there are. many things growing in thofe Seas, 
net found in thefe Parts of England, which 

are 
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are frequently dug up (or found) iz the ty: 
dand parts of England, where yet rhey do 
not grow, or are not found. Thistoa Man 
of Ordinary Underftanding is pretty odd! 
What wou'd the drift of this be did the 
Author put it into Englith, 


Virtuof. 1 fee Sir you are altogether a 
Stranger to the Language of our Auther’s 
Writings and the prefent Philofophical 
Tranfattions, otherwife you would eafily 
have known the meaning of all this. Had 
you read them as often as I, our way of 
expreffing our felves would have been a lit- 
tle more familiar to you, therefore have but 
recourfe to ’em, and your difficulties will 
vanifh, mean while to proceed to other In- 
ftances of the Excellency and Perfe€tions of 
our Authors Stile. Numb. 237. p.52.. We 
are informed, That the Herb taken by Dam- 
pier to be Fews Ear is the Lichen terreftris 
cinereus defcribed by Mr. Ray, and 
grows in moft barren places about London, 
and all over England. 


Gent. 1 thought Barren places had not 
been fo well {tocked with Herbs. 


Virtuof. Strange! What it ts to be unac- 
quainted with a Modern Stile. You alto- 
gether mifapprehend the Authors peculiar 
way of exprefling himfelf. 


Gent. 1 muft confef§ I don’t well un- 
derftand 
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derftand it; for1 thought that fince they 
rew in Barren Places and all over Exglond, 
the Author had thought all Exgland Bar- 


ren. 


Virtvof. No, by no means, all England is 
not Barren ; but 1 fhall leave the Author to 
explain himfelf, I fhall rather proceed to 
other Inftances of our Tranfaction-Writer’s 
ereat Abilities. 1 fuppofe you have heard 
of Famaica Pepper. See Tranfattion Numb. 


192. Pp. 464. 


Gent. Yes Sir, every Kitchen Girl about 
the Town knows Jamaica Pepper. But why 
do you ask me that Queftion ? 


His Genius . Virtuof. Becaufe if you had not heard of 

in Poetry. it fhould have given you a fuller account 
of it. But fince you know it already, I fhalt 
entertain you with a Copy of Verfes upon 
it, writ by our Author. ; 


Myrtus Arborea folus laurinis aromatica : 
five 

Prementa, Jamaica Pepper or all-Spice-Tree. 

This Tree bath a Trunk as thick ag ones 
Thigh, 

Rifing fireight for about 30 foot High 


Gent. Moft excellent Poetry indeed! 
Virtucf. Yes Sir, It is a mixture of de: 


ligned Poctry and Accedental Poetry. 
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Geat. Pray what diftin&tion do-you make 
betwixt defigned and Accidentat ae j 


Virtuof. Why, the two Firft Verfes were 
defigned for Verfes, but the Third and 
Fourth were writ for Profe, and happened 
to be Poetical; according to our Authox’s 
Genius. 


Gent. In what Parts of Jamaicadoes this 
Tree grow? 


Virtuof. It grows on the hilly Parts of the Politick: 
Vand of Jamaica, but chiefly on the North. in Garden- 
Side thereof; and wherefoever thefe Trees 
grow, they are generally left flanding when 
others are felled, or they are fometimes plant- 
ed where they never grew, becaufe of the 
great Profit from the curd fruit. 


Gent, The Truth of the Matter is, thefe 
Gardiners are generally Politicians in their 
Way ; for if mifiemember not the fame 
meafures are generally taken in Bagland,; 
for Apple and Cherry-Trees are generally 
left ftanding, and planted fometimes where 
they néver grew, tho other fort of Trees are 
felled down and burnt,, and xot otberwife 
regarded. But now you talk of Gardening ; skillin Eo 
if | remember right, f have heard that tanicks, 
this fame Learned Gentleman is a great 
Botanift. 


Virteouf. An Extraordinary one! Numb. 


wu RQ2, 
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182. he gives the following juft Account of 
the Arbor Bawifera, laurifolia, aromatica 
Fructu vitidi-calyculato ramofo, The Bark 
confifisef two parts one outward, and another 
inward, 


Gent. That’s common to all Barks, for I 
know noe but it hath an outfide and an 
infide. 


Virtuof. But you mifapprehend; this Bark 
is different from all others, for ‘tis Two 
Barks; our Author wfes Parts and Barks as 
{ynonimous Terms. 


Gent. But how will your Author make 
the Bark, Two Barks? 


Virtuof. This he does by dividing the 
word Bark in Two Parts, and then ealling 
each of thofe Parts a Bark, for fays he, Ihe 
outward Baek 7s thin as a milled Shilling, the 
wnward Bark being as thick as amilled Crown 
picce. Mark the aptnefs of the Similies. 
But the Excellency of our Author in defcri- 
bing Plants will be much more evident ifwe 
look upon what follows, fora little after he 
adds, Ihe ends of the Twigs are branched in- 
to bunches of Flowers, fanding fometbing like 
Umbels, each of which bath a Foot-ftalk, on 
the Top of which a a Calix made up of 
Some foltola, in which ftand Five Purple Pe- 
tala, withia which a a Large Stylus. 


Gent. 
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Gent. Pray where lies the Excellency of 


all this ? The Style is fo lofty I am not able 
to difcern it. 


Virtuouf. The Excellency! Where fhould 
it lie but in the Umbels, the Calix, the Foliola, 
and the Purple Petala ; thefe are high flow. 
ing Words, and not common Englifh. But to 
proceed, To thefe follow fo many Calyculated 


Berries, 


Gent, Pray what’s the meaning of Cu/ycue- 
lated Berrios ? 


Virtuof. It’s only a Term of our Author’s, 


Gent. And is not the Phrafe (Iv shefe 
follow) your Author’s too. 

Virtuof. Yes, Yes, a peculiar Phrate of 
his own. 


Gent. Indeed he is a happy Man in form- 
ing new Phrafes, and in coining of Words, 


Virtuof. Our Friend Mr. Ray Sir, is every 
whit as happy at Invention, for Numb. 22. 
in his Account of our Author’s Catalogue 
of Jamaica Plants, he not only tells us, 
thatthe Dr. vefolves many Doubts and Diff- 
tiesin it relating to the Toddy-Ivce, the 
Sower-fop, the Bonavifts, and the Dildoe. 
But to make it more ufeful and entertaining, 
has added this very Learned Note of his 
own. Ceterum Dildoe nonnullis Priapum fr- 

, 2 Citin 
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itium fiemficat, quo prans lafcrve mulier- 
cule abiti folent ad nefaria quoddam lbidinis 
genus fer coitum umbratilem exercendum. 
But why do I infift fo much upon our Au- 


thor’s Sa-. thor’s Skill. in coining Words and in Bota- 
gacity and nicks, fince his Skill in Phyfick alone would 


Skill in 
Phyfick, 


be enough to eftablifh a lafting Reputation 
for him, for Numb. 238. He hath by his 
reat Sagacity and Skill in that Art, not on- 
ly difcovered Ipecacuanba to be barmlefs and 
helpful, but 


Gent. O dear Sir, you need infift no lon- 
ger on that Topick, he muft be a Man of a 
wonderful Sagacity, and Skill to difcover 
that a helpful Medicine was barmle/s, 


Virtuof. \ profefs, it argues much clear- 
nefs of Judgment, and infight into the Fa- 
brick and Conftitution of a Human Body. 
But for a farther Confirmation of his pro- 
found Judgment, I fhall add, a Caution he 
hath feafonably given to the World,relating 
to ge of Gocrambe, fee Numb.. 203. 
for Matthews and his Wife and Three Chil- 
dren, having been lately very ill and like to 
de by eating too much of it. Our Learned 

innotatar, gives the following Advice, 
Whether the Quality or Quantity of this Herb 
were the Caufe of its Effects 1 know not, but 
Ythink, that every body will do well to be 
cautious and wary in the ufe of it in fuch 
Quantities after fuch awarning, 


Gene. 
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Gent. Truly, Ithink, the Author has 
done extraordinary well to caution the 
World; for if it had fuch dreadful Effeéts 
upon Matthews and his Wife; it would have 
been a great Refleftion upon the Prudence 
of fuch: People, as, through Indifcretion, 
fhould have fuffered by it, after fo fair a 
warning, for want of thisCaution. ~- 


Virtuof. The Doétor could have no other 
end in it, befides the good of Mankind and 
his.own: Reputation. Which Confiderati- 
ons have induced him to publifh much 
more for the benefit of Mankind; for after 
he hath informed us, That rhere are many 
People who are of Opinion, that the fwallow- 
ing Stones or Pebbles vs very benefictal to the 
Health, becaufe they fee Birds languifh unlefs 
they fwallow Gravel or {mall Stones. He 
adds, Iwas confulted, but was always againft 
this Prattice iz Men, for I knew one thar 
dyed by the ufé of them. Now what avatt 
infight into the Effe&ts of Non-Naturals up- 
on Human Bodies muft a Man have to 
thus aware of them. I wae always againft 
the ufe of them, fays he, becaufe 1k one 
who fuffered by them. 


Gent. Every Body muft own he is a great 
‘Man in his way. 


Virtuof. In his nen He’s a great Man 

inevery thing ; he’s Univerfally Qualify’d 

A exeat Botanift, a great Phyfitian, ee 
Philofo- 


Difcove- 
ries in Na- 
tural Hie 
ftorv. 
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Philofopher, a great Man, and a great Na. 
turalift. 


Gent. Pray what hathhe done in that 
Way. 


Virtuof. Done, Sir, he hath exceeded the 
Age in every thing, he hath been fo Curious 
that nothing almoft has pafsd him. 


Gent. What are the moft Confidcrable 
Paffages in Natural Hiftory, which he hath 
taken notice of ? 


Virtuof. The firit piece Ifhall mentionis, 
an Account of a Chima Cabinet. This Sir, 
is a Rarity that few People have thought 
worth their while to write Differtations a- 
bout, or indeed, worth their Notice ; but I 
can affure you, our Virtuofo, who is indeed 
the wonder of his Age, values it at a high 
Kate, and hath taken care to adorn feveral 
of the Tranfaétions with an Account of its 
Contents and hath Graven them curioufly 
upon Copper Plates, fee Tran/. Numb. 346. 


Gent. O dear! a great deal of Curofity 
muft needs lye in thoie things: And the Cu- 
jofity of the Dr. as well as his Humility in 
Stooping to take notice of fich Trifles is ve- 
ry Commendable. 


Virtuof. Sit, He hathnot fo much as ne- 
ietted an Ear-picker or a Rufty Razor, tor he 
| values 


elise) 


values any thing that comes ftom the Indies 
or China at a high Rate; for were it but a 
Pebble, or a Cockle-fhell from thence, hed 
foon write a Comment upon it, and perpe- 
tuate its Memory upon a Copper-plate. 


Gent. Pray do you remember whofe Pi- 
ture that is, that is Graven among the Ra: 


zors and Tooth-pickers, what is it the Au- 
thor’s ? 


Virtuof. Fie! No, It’s a Chineffes Eigure, 
wherein is reprefented one of that Nation, 
ufing one of thefe Inftruments (that is an 
Ear-picker) and expreffing great fatisfattion 
therein, See Tranfatt. Numb. 246. 


Gent. A great deal of fatisfa&tion, indeed 
for a Man to ftand picking. his Ears? But 
pray of what ufe are the China Ear-pickers 
of, in the way of Knowledge ? 


Virtuof. Why, the Learned Author ‘hath 
made this ufeful Comment upon it, fays he, 
Whatever pleafure the Chinefes may take in 
thus picking them Ears. 1am certain moft 
People in thefe Parts who have ‘bad their 
Hearing impaired, have bad fuch Misfortunes 
firft come to them, ‘by picking their Ears too 
miuscD. 


Gent. Why then were they brought into 
thefe Parts, if they be of fuch mifchievous 
Confequence ? 

eee Virtuo. 
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Virtuof. The chief defign was to entertain 
the Philofophical Secretary; for hetook as 
much fatifattion in looking upon the Ear- 
Picker as the Chinefe could do: in picking 
his Ears. And truly I think that Learned 
Naturalift is obliged in Gratitude to make 
fome futable Return of our Englifh Rarities 
to the Chinefe. And I hope in time to fee in. 
the. Philofophical Tranfattions, not-only the 
PiGtures and Defcriptions ofall the old Ra: 
zors and ill-fhapen Knives in Chiza; but it 
is to be hoped thatthe Rarities of out own 
Country will be taken into Confideration, 
and likewife their Pi€tures curioufly engra- 
ven upon Copper. 


Gent. Yes by all means; efpecially fince. 
they may be purchafed at fo ‘cheap a Rates 
tor any Cobler about the Town will be wil- 
jing to communicatean odd figured Knrfé 
to a Curious Pegfon if it may any: way cor:- 
tribute to the Advancement of Naturah 
Knowledge. | | 


Virtuof. Contribute to the. Advancement 
of Natural Knowledge? There’s no airane 
of it, or any thing of lefs moment; for there 
is not an odd Goloured or an. ild fhapen Peb- 
ble in the Kingdom, but the See¥etary wil? 
manage it fo as to make it cofttribute to the 
general heap of Tranfa€tions ; he makes it 
his peculiar Bufinef$; and of late he’s. be- 
come one of the moft compleat, I had al- 
mofffaid a moft accomplifhed Naturalift. 

Gent, 
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Gent. Truly any body in his Senfes wou’d 
think fo, for he is a Man of prodigious 
Qualifications, and Wonderous Natural 
Parts. But ptay what other Rarities hath’ 
he received from China ? | 


Virtuof. Numb. 247. This Learned Per- 
fon gives an account of a kind of Down of 2 
dark yellowrfh [nuff colour, fhining like Jilk,, 
Some of it-a quarter of an Inch long ; and that 
which makes it more remarkable, is, not 
only its being like Snuff and like Silk 
but it alfo refembles the Lanugo of Scan- 
dent and Tree Ferns, and fome of our Capilla- 
ries at the fame time. 


Gent. | am afraid, it refembles fo many 
different things at the fame time that it can 
{carce be like it felf, but what ufe do they 
make of it? 


Virtuof. It is pretended, That fome of the 
Small Down may, by being fwallowed, eafily 
Slip into the Wind pipe, without choaking the 
Perfon. 


Gent. That’s an odd Quality indeed: But 
what other Rarities are defcribed in this 
China Cabinet? 


Virtuof. Page 462. Eight feveral Inftru- 
memts made for pairing the Nails, at which 
zm China the People arevery curious and dex- 

D trios: 
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iruous. As alfo an Infirument much lke a 
Horfe Curry-comb, with which they curry 
thé Natives, as we do Horfes. But befides 
thefe, our Learned Author tells us, it_con- 
‘tained a Sea-Horfe Tooth, a Pair of Brafs 
Twesers, a’ Purfe made of Straw, One wide- 
toothed Comb, One ftrait-toothed Comb, an 
Inftrument to clean the Combs, a Sheet of 
brown Paper from China, a Black Scarabews, 
a Scarlet Butterfly, an Afb-coloured Caprt- 
corn, a Locuft anda Phalena all to pieces, a 
Painter's Brufh, &c. 


Gent. Thefe things muft needs be of great 
ufe, efpecially the Brafs Twezers and the 
Combs. 


Virtuof. Of extraordinary ufe! and It 
were to be wifbed, fays our Curious Annota- 
tor, that other Travellers’ into. Foreign 
Ports, would make fuch Enquiries, into fuch 
Jnftruments and Materials thatare any man- 
yr of way for the Benefit or innocent Delight 
of Mankind. As Tooth-pickers, Razors, Ear- 
pickers, Gc. 


Gent. | proteis, we are much obliged to 
the Doctor, for he’s a great Promoter of 
Philofophical and Innocent Mirth; for there 
is {carce any thing that is Comical and Di- 
verting, but. he wakes care-to place it in the 
P bi / of ophi cal l ra afa ed i OSs 


Virtvo/, But thefe are not all the Rarities 
we 
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we ateoblig’d to theDoétor for from beyond 
Seas 5 for fays he, N. 232. A: Fellow of the 
College of Phyfitians and Royal-Society did me 
the favodr fometime fince, to lhew me a con- 
fiderable Number of Foffile Bones and Shells 
of feveral forts he had lately come to his 
Hands from Maryland. One of thefe ¥offiles 
Thad the favour to carry home with me to 
compare with the Tongue of a kifh I bad ob- 
ferved in Jamaica, and comparing them we 
jound a perfek agreement of the Toneue that 
was dug up inMary-landand that taken from 
the Paftinaca Marina, frequent in the Seas 
of Jamaica. A part of one of the joints of 
thes Tongue was dug up in England. 


Gent. Pray. what does this contribute to 
the Advancement of Natural Knowledge? 


Virtuof. You miftake the Defign, it was 
never intended to advance Natural Know- 
ledge; For who’s the wifer for knowing 
that the Bones of a dead Fifh have been dug. 
up,: or where? No, the true ufe ofthe 
Story is to amufe the Ignorant ; for if they 
Talk of things that are out of the way ; we 
prefently make ah Harangue about the Man- 
dibulum of a Paftinaca Marina found koffile 
in Mary-Land, and then they are filehced at 
an inftant. 


Gent. By this I perceive your Secretary 
is a Politician, | | 


De Virtuo. 


Rarities 

in the Ani- 
mal Kineg- 
dom. 
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Virtuof. Yes, and a Virtubfotoo, of a 


new Sort; for he hath Honoured feveral 


Perfons of his own Kidney with the Titles 
of Virtuofo’s. and it’s to be hoped, theyll 
contribute their Mites in a little time - But 
AlafS! moft of thefé of his Creation are 
meer Beuxes, they are afraid of difcom- 
pofing their IntelleCtuals by Studying. 


Gent. Nothing is to be .expetted from: 
them as yet: Befides, the Secretary wants 
not Materials for the I7anfathons. 


Virtuof. No, no, he hath Materials e- 
nough, from his Country Correfpondentss; 
and if he fhould not he can fubftitute Hifto- 
tical Relations pick’d up by his own Induftry. 
As for Example, Numb. 24a. He. gives:us 
Account of one Edmund Melleon, Born at 
Port Leicefter, be waaSeven Foot Six Inches 
bighs the length of bis Span Bourteen Inches, 
of bis Cbir'Two boot Two Inches.;.0f his Anm 
Three Foot Ten Inches and a half; from the 
Shoulder to the Crown af his Head 11 and 
Lhree fourths, bis Name Edmund Melleon. 
Flow long ‘his depending Parts were, I did 
not’ Enquire s ‘nor whether he was Pot-bellied. 


Gent. What washis Fathér’s Name, and 
of what Stature ? . 


Virtuof.. What’s that to Edmund. Mellon, 
what his Father’s Name was? . 


Gent, 
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Gent. Altogether as neceffary as to know 
that Melleon’s Name was Edmund? Butl 
don't urgé it further: Pray proceed to fet 
forth the Excellency of the Doétor. 


Virtuof. That fets forth itfelf: But if you Grammar 
pleafe, 1fhall proceed to give you an Ac- remark 
count of another Remarkable Paffage taken able. 
notice of in the Phi/ofophieal Tranfattions, N. 
242. for which we are oblig’d to him: Iz 
Pall-Mall atLondon./ived ane Clark obo wae 
cated the Pofture Mafter , that bad fuch ax 
abfolute, Command of bis Mufcles: ond Foynts, 
that be can (1.e. could) dif-joynt almoft all hes 
whole Body. He was a well grown Fellow, yet 
he would appeur in all the Deformities that 
canbe imagwed, as Hunch-backed, Pot-bellied 
Sharp-breafted,; be dif-joyuted bis Arms, 
hhhoulders, Legs and Ibiphs, that he will 
{inflead of would) appear as great an Objet 
of Pity as any Man, andbe has often Impos’d 
on the fame Company where bath been jufh 
before'to give bim Money, a# a Cripple. He 
turns bys Face into all fhapes, fo that by bim- 
Self be As att: the uncouth Faces, of a 
Tranfactioneer paufing over a Chima Ear- 
picker. 


Gent. How came this Man to A& the 
art of a Conjurer fo Naturally, what is the 
ecretary’s Opinion of it? 


Virtuof, He’s :of Opinion, That it de- 
pended 


Skill inNa- 
vagation, 
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pended upon bringing his Body toit, by ufing 
bimfelf to it. 


Gent. Ah! Doubtlefs, if he had never 
been ufed to it he couid never have done it. 


Virtyof. It's an Old Saying, That Cuftom 
makes perfsét. 


Gent. Yes Sir, and therefore your Learn- 
ed Author is fo perfect in the Points you 
have mention’d ; but I fuppofe, you have 
more ofhis Difcoveries to produce yet, they 
are fo diverting 1 would fcarce wifh them 
at an end. 


Virtuof. Never fear that; they are not.at 
an end ; but lam almoft weary of repeating 
them. However, [fhall give you an, Ae 
count of Two or Three things more worth 
your Obfervation. Have you any Skill in 
Navigation ? 


Gent. Very little. 


Virtuof. But do you think, you could 
Guide a Ship from Famaica to Scotland, or 


Ireland? 


Gent. I believe not. 


Vituof. Alafs! You underftand very little 
then indeed ; for our Secretary gives us an 
Account of Four filly Beans that could Stear 

that 
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that Courfe ; tho’ they never undetftood the 
leaft Navigation. 


Gent, What Beans are thofe pray ? 


Virtuof. ‘They are frequently run a-fhore 
on the Orkney Iflands, Numb. 222. They are 
thrown up pretty frequently in great Num- 
bers, and are no otherwife regarded than as 
they ferve to make Snuff-Boxes. Yet they 
fhew them much more favour than we do 
our Beans; for they are devoured by 
Horfes and Hogs. 


Gent. Thefé are ftrange Beans indeed. 


Virtuof. Yes Sir, fays he, I have bad a: 
great defire to fee what thefe Beans were, 
they talked fo much of them, thinking they 
might be fomething more than Beans. 


Gent. And did he get a fight of them at 
the laft ? 


Virtuof. Yes, and difcovered, that Ibree 
of them grew in Jamaica,. The Firft is called 
Cocoons, by me Phafeolus maximus perennis 
folio decompofito Lobo, maximo contorto. It 
is well figuered by the Name Perim Kaku- 
valli in the Hortus Malabricus, and ill figu- 
red in another Place; and ill defcribed in 
this Place. 

The Second fort of Bean is called the Horfe- 
Eye-Bean, for its refemblance to the Dee 

j ina 
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phat Beaft, by reafon of a Hilus almoft fur’ 
rounding it. 

The Third kind of Bean, is called the Afp- 
coloured Nickar, as being very like a Nickar. 

The Fourth kind of Bean, 7s well defcribed 
and ill figured by C\ufius. 

But now | come to the Navigation; for 
How thefe feveral Beans fhould come to the 
Scotch Iles and one of them to lreland, feems 
very bard to determine. Yet our Author fays 
too ; It is eafy to concetve. 


Gent. How. can that be ? Hard .to deter- 
mine, and eafie to be determined too ! 


Virtuof. \f yowll have patience yow'll fee 
it is hard to determine; for they might‘ be 
tofsd with Storms and -driven out of the. 
moft Obvious Road; but it 7 éafie to con- 
ceive, that growing in Jamaica-in the Woods, 
they may either fall from the Trees into the 
Rivers,or be any other way conveighed by them 
into the Seas. It 7s likewife very eafie to.con: 
ceive that being got to the Sea, and float- 
mg in it, and the Neighbouthood denying 
them the Liberty of Landing in their own’ 
Country, they may take a Refolution of 
Tranfplanting themfelves into another 
Country, and meeting with a ftop on the 
main Continent of America, 7s forced (matk 
the Grammar, they 7s forced) through the 
Gulpb of Florida, or Canal of Bahama, going 
there conftantly katt and into the Notth A- 
merican-dea, But bow they fhould come the 

ret 
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reft of their Voyage I cannot tell, (for they 
cauld give no Account of themfelves. ex- 
cept the Beans being brought North by the 
Current of the Gulph of Florida, are put in 
the wefterly Winds way, and may be fuppofed 
by this means at laft to arrive in Scotland ; 
litle thinking, that after fo long and diffi- 
cult a Voyage, inftead of Propagating their 
‘Species, they should be turned into Snuff- 
Boxes, and no otherwife regarded. 


Gent. This. it is to come into a ftrange 
Country without being able to give an Ac- 
count of one’s felf. 


- Virtuof. Phoo! There wasno need 6f giving 
an Account of themfelves, there was one in 
Exgland that had given thern. a Vifit in Fa- 
gaica that was able to do that fure. 


_ Gent. Yes? Indeed he’s a moft Accom- 
plifhed Gentleman. 


Virtuof. Gentleman! He’s a Dogtor of 
Phyfick, andund erftands the Structure of a 
“Mans Body fo well, that not the leaft Ac- 
‘cident can happen in any Part of it, but he 
prefently gives you the Rationale of it. To 
confirm what I have faid in this Refpect. I 
need alledge no more, than what he has of- 
fer’d concerning Suffocation, for when the 
Point was Debated at Hartford Sizes about 
Mrs. Stout’s* being Drownned; _ he very 
Learnedly delivered his ee of foes 

in 
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ing in the following words, and: fays, 
Water fwallowed by the Gullet wnll not 
Drown. 


Gent. And does he ptove it too? 


Virtuof. Prove it? Therer’s no need of 
proving it, “tis felfevident, neverthelefs, 
to convince thofe who do not ufe to fwal- 
low by theGullet, he adds, Drunkards who 
fwallow freely a great deal of Liquor,and thofe 
who are forced by the Gvil-Law to Drinka 
great quantity of Water have no Suffocation, 
or Drowning upon them. 


Gent. Truly thofe are Two Inftances 
fufficient to convince any Reafonable Man, 
that he may be Drunk, or Drink Water 
without being Drowned: But what’s this 
Learned Man’s Definition of Drowning ? 


Virtuof. He fays, He takes Drowning in 
a great meafure, to be thus, viz. That tho 
it ws very likely, when one ftruggles (be may 
to fave himfelf from being Choaked) fwallow 
Sane Quantity of Water, yet that is not the 
caufe of bis Death , but that which goes itto 
the Wind-pipe and Lungs. 


Gent. If fwallowing Water is not the caufe 
of bis Death; how does that which goes in- 


to the Wind-pipe caufe it, does:not the Per- 


fon {wallow that? Or does he {wallow it 
to fave himfelf from being choaked? 
«Virtuo. 
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Virtuof, Swallow it to prevent Choaking? 
By nomeans ; he dggs not {wallow it at all. 
It goes into the Wind-pipe ; and tho’ Wa- 
ter fwallowed will not Choak; yet when 
it goes into the Lungs it will ; which this 
Learned Phyfitian thus Demonftrates, Iz 
Prefcriptions when People are very weak, 
or forced to take Medicines, I have obferved 
Some Spoonfuls in that Condition (if it went 
the wrong way) to bave Choaked or Suffaca- 
ted the Perfon, whence it appears, that 
Choaking is not caufed by fwallowing Wa- 
ter, but by its entrance rhe wrong way. In 
which Cafe it may be faid to go into ihe 
Lungs. 


Gent. But what’s this to the Queftion 
firft Debated ? 


Virtuof. Why, Fhe Quftion being put 
Whether the Woman was Strangl’d and fo 
Suffocated, or whether fhe was Drowned ? 
Our Learned Evidence, only offers to fhew, 
That. if fhe was Suftocated or Choaked by 
Water, it muft get into her Lungs. Where- 
as in thofe that are Choaked or Strangled, 
nothing at all gets into them : So that the 
Sum of our Doétor’s Evidence proves, That 
- if fhe was Strangled or Choaked before 
fhe was thrown into the Water, fhe could 
not be Choaked again in the Water, except 
Water went the wrong way, as in Prefcripti- 
ons, &c. And thus much might be fufficient 
to fhew our Doftor’s great Skill in the Ma- 

E2 chanifm 
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chanifm of aBody: One ofthe main Points 
neceffary inan Accomplj{i’d Phyfitian. But 
as a further Inftance of his great Know- 
ledge, I fhall add another Paflage of his 
Evindence, which is, That without force 
after Death little Water will get into the 
Stomach, becaufe for that it fhould [wallow- 
ing is neceffary, which after Death cannot 
be done. In which Paffage the Phrafes not 
only come very Naturally from the Do-. 
tor (as for that it fhould, &c.) but he ver 
Judicioufly tells us, that Men cannot i{wal- 
low after Death, and therefore thofe who 
would put Water into a Dead Man mutt 
ufe force to get it in. Which I think, is 
a demonftration of the Dofttor’s great Skill 
in Anatomy. 


Gent. Yes indeed, and if all you have 
faid of him be True, he’s not only a great 
Phyfitian, but a Botanift, and a Naturalift, 
and every thing. Pray where does he live, 
and what are his Hours? | have fomething 
to communicate to him, which perhaps 
may be acceptable. | | 


Virtuof. His Hour in an Afternoon is be- 
twixt Six and Seven, any Body will tell 
you where to find him ; pray if you light — 
of him, give my Service to him. 


Gent. Yl certainly do that, 


Virtuof, He's a very Modeft Civil Gen- 
~ tleman, 
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tleman; you muit be fure to Compliment 
him-;. and he’H take it very kindly, for the. 
Envious Worldto feldom does it, he'll be 
both furpriz’d and mightily pleafed at it. 


Gent. I fhall take care. to Compliment. 
as well as Ican; and I don’t know well 
how I can fail, for. I can think of none of 
his Performances but I muft either hold my 
Tongue, or Compliment. 


Virtuof. 1am glad you have {6 good an 
Opinion of him. 


Gent. Sir, I have no other Opinion of 
him but what he deferves, and how good it 
is, I fhall leave to his Friends to judge. Sir 
your Servant. 


( 30 ) 


DIALOGE IL 


Gentleman 
AND A 


TRANSACTIONEER. 


Gent. IR, Iam very glad Ihave 
the Happinefs to meet 
with you, fo opportunely; 
[ have been juft now Talk- 

ing with a Friend of yours concerning fome 
Paffages in the Philofophical Tranfattions : 
And the great Charatter he hath given you, 
and the Learned Paflages of your own Wri- 
tings which he hath Colletted together to 
juftity that Charafter, have made me un- 
eafie, till [ had the HappinefS, to pay my 
Humble Refpects to you. 


Tranfatt. Indeed Iam very much obliged 
both to him and you. | 


Gent. 


or) 


Gent. Sir, the chife end of my Vifit now, 
next to paying my Refpetts to you, is to 
Communicate fome Philofophical Matters, 
which if you think fit to Publifh in your 
Philofophical Tranfattions, are at your fer- 
vice. 


Tranfaét. Pray what may they be? 


Gent. Sir, at prefent I fhall only offer 
you a Definition ofa Shell, and a Cruft. 


Tranfatt. 1 defire a fight of it. 
Gent. Here it is, Sir. 


Tranfatt. A Shell properly is fuch a hardy, aro, 

Subftance as covers an entire Animal, as 
an Oyfterfhell : ACruft as fuch a hard fub- 
ftance as covers only One particular Foynt of 
the included Animal. Sir. am your Servant if 
you light of any thing of this Nature you 
will oblige me very much in communica- 
ting it, and do the World agreat deal of 
fervice. 


Gent. 1 fhall be glad ifany thing Ican 
offer may oblige one the World has fuch an 
Opinion of. 


Tranfa. Truly I am obliged to the 
World, for their Opinion of me. And if 
any thing Ican do to promote Natural 
Knowledge may be of Service to them, I 
fhall not {pare my Labour. Gent. 
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Gent. O-S8ir, you lave taken a great deal 
of Pains already ; for. the. Compiling fo ma- 
ny Philofophical Volumes ‘in Quarta, mutt 
take up agreat deal of Time, nor could 
they be made fo Polite and Corrett, without 
as great Application. 


Tranfaét. It is indeed, aLaborious Work; 
for belides Compiling of fo many Volumes; 
the great Corefpondence which Iam o- 
bliged to keep, is no fmall trouble. 


Gent. It cannot chufe but be troublefome, 
but your Happy Choices and the Philofophi- 
cal Returns they make you recompenfe the 
Trouble. 


Tranfod. If itwerenot for that, it would 
be a meer peice of Slavery s but as you fay, 
the Difcoveries and Inmproverhents which 
are Communicated by my Correfpondents 
make me value the Trouble much lefS ; for 
4 think, for Weight, Usefulnels, and other 
Circumftances, the Papers I have Publifhed 
in the Tranfattions are not inconfiderable. 


Gent. Enconfiderable! You have quite 
out-fone Mr. O/denburg, for the World ne. 
ver thought he Publifhed enough; but you 
heap Philofophical Relations together at 
fuch a Prodigious Rate, that you Publith 
Tranfattions as faft again as they defire you. 
The World is quite over-powered with them. 

Tr anf ach, ® 


| CBer ies - 

Tranfad. Why truly I have ufed my ut- 
moit Diligence and Care, that not the leaft 
thing in Nature fhould efcape my Notice, 
And lam infinitely obliged to my Corref- 
pondents for their Induftry. 


_ Gent. Truly they are to be commended ; 
But methinks it would be of great ufe to the 
World, if the moft Confiderable Paflages 
in thofe Papers were Collected together, 
and Publifhed for the ufe of the Learned. 


Tranfadt. \have done that already; and 
if you pleafe I will give you an Account of 
thofé which I have a more peculiar Relifh 
for, and value at the higheft Rate. 


Gent. Sir. it will be a very great Favour, 
and I {hall be very much obliged to you. 


Tranfad. 1 can never be to feek where 
to begin then, as long as there is fuch a 
Perfonage as Mr. F-— Pet yin the 
Philofophical World. He’s a F. of the R. S: 
indeed! I made him fo. °Tis my way of 
Rewarding my Friends and BenefaCtors. 
We now begin to call it Our Royal-Society 
(mus Pet. C. §.) One would never think it 
that looks upon: him, but he’s certainly the 
Darling of the Temple-Coffee-Honfe Club, 


Gent. Pray what’s that ? 


Tranfad. Oh lay i Why don’t you know? 
bib 5 d ; Where 
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Where can you have lived? Why you mutft 
be an utter Stranger to Philofophy, and all 
pretty Things? never heard of the Temple 
Club? Oh tor fhame, let’s fee you there a 
Kridzy Night. I’m Prefident there, and I'll 
affure youthere are many odd Things. And 
Mr. Pei y is, Gad he’s every thing. 
He’s the very Muitti, the Oracle of our Club. 
For my part | never faw any thing like him 
exactly. 


Gent. No, [believe not. 


[ranfadf. Oh then I perceive you know 
M.. James 


Gent. No indeed, not 1. 


Tranfat. No,1 wonder at that, you ought 
to be acquainted with him. Pll be the Inftru- 
ment of bringing it about. Sir, he and I 
are all one. You muft know we club No- 
tions, laying them up in a kind of Joynt- 
stock, and have all things in common: 
Sometimes he draws, and fometimes I, as 
we have occafion. But he pays in moft 
plenteoufly. By my good-will I would ne- 
ver be without him. I call him the Philofo- 
phick Sancho, and hé me Don. I own I 
have learnt more of him than ever I did at 
Orange, or any where elfe, 


Gent. Orange, Sir? 


Lranfate, 
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Tranfad. Yes, 1 knew ’twas quicker and 
cheaper than at Leydex or Padua, fo 1 was 
Dubbd DoGtorthere. Ex paffanr, whip and 
away. But for Mr. Pet——r he’s an Au- 
thor, and has Treated on the fame Topicks 
that | have. Have you read the Mufeum 
Pettiwerianum, or his Treatifes in my Tan/- 
attions. 


Gent, No really ; but I obferve, all Peo- 
ple fmile when they mention him, I believe 
he’s mighty Diverting. 


Tranfaf. The moft of any thing in Na- 
ture. But how fhould a Man of his Parts 
be otherwife ? Oh the Specimens of Modern 
Magnificence and Improvement, he has given 
the Learned World (Tranf. N. 236.) His 
Firlt Century, confifts of feveral Animals and 
Plants wholly New. (Tranf. N. 224. And 
pray mark how Confiderable they are; and 
how much Mankind are indebted to his La- 
bour and Study. The dAvmals are Snails, 
and Beetles, Caterpillars, Spiders, and others 
of the like fort: The Plants Rujhes, Thiftles, 
Moffes, with abundance more of equal 
worth. But above all, Butterflies are his 
main Delight. He gives’emftrange Cramp 
Names, and values himfelf for being the 
firft Catcher, Papilos leucomelanos, lays he, 7 
not yet clearly Defcribed by any Author, 
Tranf. N. 224. And perhaps had never been 
Defcribed, wo the day! had it not been for 

| F a this 
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this Author. He looks as big upon his Bo- 
tanick Acquifitions. Say he, Be it known 
that Ihave this Year (befides feveral before ) 
received near 20 Volumes in bolio filled with 
fair and perfet Specimens of Trees, (Mus 
Pet.) But he’s moft lucky in the affigning 
the Reafons of tht Names of his Rarities. 
He has Shells called BLACKMOORKS 
TEETH, Lfuppofe, fays he, from their 
WHITENESS. (Tranf.N. 224.) Now 
we are on this Subject, I ought to ac- 
quaint you, he values nothing that has not. 
as many Titles and Names as the King of 
Perfia. He will find in one Author or other 
20 Names for the fame Thing! And thinks 
it impotlible to Exumerate the many Advan- 
tages that will occur from thus fynomizing of 
Authors (ib.) and Elfewhere he {peaks very 
big of the Exe/i/h, that is himfelf and me, as 
to their Critical Methods in their Difcoveries 
of Non-defcript Species, and their \udicious 
References to the fyxonimous Names of vart- 
ows Writers, whereby the terrible Vices of 
Confufion and Multiplicity bave been much 
Corretted. (Tranf.N. 236.) There’s my Style 
too exactly: Only alittle more clear. He’s 
as fuccefsfal in his Defcriptions as in his 
Synonimizings, Take an Inftance in his 
Lortoife, fayshe, Tis guarded along the Back 
with aroundEdge. Doyou mark ? Hs Head 
about the bignefs of a Horfe-Bean ; the Or- 
bits of bis Kyes very large. | 


Gent. How? The Head no bigger than a 
fmall 
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Small Bean, and yet his Eyes very large! 
Why fure his yes are not in his Head. 


Tranfaét. Pray let me go on. Hys Snout 
lke a Parrot’s Bill, bis upper \aw including 
the under : \s not that pretty ? Each Foot bas 
Four fharp Claws like a Moufe. 


Gent. Claws like a Moufe ? 


Tranfatt. Ay, and bis Tail taper and a- 
bout half an Inch long. Trant: N 246. Is 
not this Admirable! But he’s not Inferior 
as to Phyfick. He has a” African Materia 
Medica,whofe innocent Prattice confifts of no 
more Art than Compofition. Tranf. N. 232. 
My own Phrafe again! ’tis as much as to 
fay, harmlefs and helpful. Vid. pag. 12. 
But hear this Affrican Dottor He has 
Aclowa good for Crocoes or Itch. Bumbunny 
boiP'd and drank caufeth to Vomit. Affune- 
na boil’d and drank caufeth a Stool. Ambe- 
tuway caufeth an Appetite to any Sick Per- 
Son. Attrumapboe boiled and drank caufeth 
the great fort of Pox to skin and dry——and 
7s good againft the Phrenfy. Mening is good 
for the ftoppage of the Head. Apputtafy 1s 
good for the Scurvey in the Mouth. Ot the 
two laft he and Ihave taken abundance, but 
without Effect. Nor is Mr. Pett—r’s Phy- 
fick beyond his Breeding ; really he’s a Per- 
fon of fingular Addrefs. It is, fay$ he to 
me, my great Ambition to approve my felf 


your obliged bumble Servant. See my Tran. 
N, 232. 
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N. 232. He ftiles mine A oft Excellent Ca- 
talouge of Jamaica Plants, ib. Nay he fays, 
[have been pleafed to fhow fuch an admirable 
Skill and Talent this Way, as will hardly be 
match’d either in paft,prefent. or finture Ages. 
And this | have taken care to Print in my 
Tranfactions. N. 236. 


Gent. Truly you’r mighty happy in the 
Applaufe of a Perton of his Indgment. And 
give ye your due, ye veuc.. -.cartily for one 
another. Shure that’s che reafon fo few o- 
thers {peak well of ye. 


Tranfad. Oh no, ’Tis Envy, meer Envy. 
The invidious World cannot bear the Luftre 
we catt. Mr. Pett—vr concludes his /z/e- 
wm, with a Catalogue of his Kind Friends. 
Pll read them. 


Geut. Indeed Tl fave you the Labour. 
Let them ftand as they do. No body fure 
will difturb, or Envy them the Honour of 
being in that Catalogue: And for Collections 
of Karities, they muft needs be in mighty 
Renown and Credit fince Mr. Pett—r has 
been pleafed to fhew fuch an admirable Skill 
and Lallent that way. But pray Sir pro- 
ceed in the Account of your Tranfa€tions. 


Lranfail. The next thing I take notice 
of as véry Confiderable, and of Extraordina- 
ry Ufe to the Curious, is, the great Skill 
in Botanicks, Obfervable in my other Cor- 

refpondents, 
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refpondents, for you muft know, my pecu- 
liar Genus is moft inclim’d to Botanicks. 

And Firft, As for the Virtues of Medi- skitt in 
cines,. it hath not only been difcovered by virtues of 
Dr. Millen that Irifh Mackenboy Root may Herbs. 
be carryed iz the Pocket three days without 
perging, but what hath been obferved ofthe 
{trange Effects of Papaver Corniculatum is 
very remarkable, for N. 242. we have the 
following account. Jn my Itinerary from 
London to Margaret Ifland. (mark the Ele- 
gancy of the Word Itinerary) and thence 
moft by the Seashore to the Lands-End, to 
obferve what Plants each Part produced. Be- 
zween Pentfants and Macketjes, lived one | 
Charles Worth az Apothecary, who caufing ay a 
a Pye tobe made of the faid Poppy and et 
eating of the faid Poppy Pye, whilft bot, was 
prefently taken with fuch a kind of a Diliri- 
um, as made him fancy that moft that be 
Saw was Gold, and calling for a Chamber-pot, 
being a White Earthen one, after having 
purged by fool into it ; be broke it into peices, 
and bid the by-ftanders to fave them, for they 
were all Gold, 


Gent. Methinks your Correfpondent is 
very Circumftantial in Relating the Circum- 
{tances and Symptoms of the Di/irium. 


Tranfatt, O dear Sir! There was an abfo- 
lute neceffity to be exaét in Particulars, for 
had he only told us, that the Herb Purged 
and caufed a Dilirivm, how mutt we have 
7 | | kKnowa 
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known that he made ufe of an Earthen- 
Chamber-Pot, that he purged into it, and 
then broke it. 


Gent. Truly as you fay we fhould have 
been altogether at a lof there : And to fpeak 
Truth; the moft diverting Circuim{tances 
would have been wanting. 


Tranfatt. Yes, The Pleafant Circumftan- 
ces fet off the Story, for People purge into 
Chamber-Pot's and are Dilirious, that never 
took Papaver Corniculatum. 


Gent. But pray, What does this contri- 
bute to the Advancement-of Natural Know- 
ledge 2 


Tranfatt, If it encreafes Knowledge, it 
certainly advances it: And pray, Does not 
a Man know more that knows the Chamber- 
Pot was broke, than he that hears. of a D- 
lirium, and Purging? But .thefe were not 
all the Ettetts of Pupaver Cormiculatum. 
For, Tbe Man and Maid Servants; having 
alfo eat of the fame Pye, ftrip’d themfelves 
quite naked, fo danced one againft. another 
a long time, 


_ Gent. Truly they had mote fatisfaftion 
in their Di/irium, than the Mafter could 
have in breaking a dirty Chamber-Pot, one 
would think. But did not the Mafter and 
the Maid dance one againft another®@ 
Tranfatt, 


Car) 


— Tranfolt. Vf they had, it would have 
been Papaver Corniculatum inddeed, but I 
cannot tell that; only The Miftrifs, who was 
gone to Market, coming home, and faying 
bow now? What is here to do? The Maid 
turned ber brich againft ber, and purging 
floutly, faid, there Miftrifs, isGold for you, 


Gent. This Papaver Corniculatum is a 
very f{trange kind ot'an Herb. 


Tranfatt. There’s {carce another in Na- 
ture, except Cyzocrambe that can caufe fuch 
Symptoms. 


Gent. Say you fo Sir. 


Tranfadt. Yes, For in Numb. 203. W2//.w. mut- 
Matthews, bis Wife and Three Children, bave thews his 
been lately ill, and like to die. The manner 
of their Sicknefs was very odd, and therefore 

Shall give you a particular Account of it. 


Gent. Pray do Sir. 


Tranfalt, About Three Weeks ago the Wo. 
man went into the Feilds togatber fome Herbs, 
and (having firft boiled them) fryed them 
with Bacon for ber own and ber Families Sup- 


pyr ° 


Gent. A very fine peice of Cookery in- 
deed, and very ere the World merle 
S 
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be acquainted with it, efpecially the Philo- 
fophical Part, they are much obliged to 
your Correfpondent. 


Tranfad. I€1 had not thought it uleful to 
Philofophers, I had not taken notice Ott. 
But pray let me go on with my Story. 


Gent. I beg your pardon, for Interrupting 
you. 


Tranfatt. After they had been about Two 
Hours ia Bed, One of the Children fell very 
fick, and fo did the other Two prefently after, 
which obliged the Man and bis Wife to rife, 
and take the Children to the ¥ire,. where they 
Pia and {hit, and within half an Hour fell 

a 


ft afleep. 


Gent. Truly, I think this Cynocrambe is 
as bad as Papaver Corniculatum, for thofe 
that took that, had fome fort of Pleafure 
in its Operation. 


Tranfatt. Indeed, upon fecond Thoughts, 
I think ’tisworfe, for rhey took the Children 
to Bed as they were afleep,and they themfelves 
went to Bed too, and fell fafter afleep too than 
ever ee done before. ‘The Man waked 
next Morning about ‘Three Hours after bis 
ufual time, went to bis Labour at Mr.New- 
ports but he fays, He thought bis Chin had 
peen all the Day in a Fire , and was forced to 
Reep his Hat full of Water by bite all the Day 

long, 
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long, and frequently dipped his Chin in it as 
be was at Work, 


Gent. Pray Sir, Expatiate no more upon 
this Account, for I think, it no great matter, 
whether his Hat was full of Water, or 
not. 


_ Tranfatt, What? Would you have me 
give an Account of a Philofophical Tranfacti- 
on, and not be exact in Relating Matter 
of Faét. 


Gent. O good Sir, Pardon me, beas Cir- 
cumftantial as you pleafe. It’s a very Phi- 
lofophical Tranfaction indeed. A Woman 
boiled Herbs and Bacon for Supper; the 
Children Purged; the good Man Slept lon- 
ger than ordinary ; went to Work at Mr. 
Newports; filled his Hat full of Water, 
and was fo difcerning as to think his Chin 
was all the Day in the Fire, tho’ he dipped 
it often in Water. A very Philofophical 
Relation, I muft needs fay, and very fine 
Circumftances to be particular in. 


Tranfatt. Truly Sir, we ought to be pat- 
ticular in the Circumftances of Things fo 
Remarkable ; for this Herb is de/cribed and 
figured in feveral Authors, and therefore 
we ought to take Notice of its Effects. 


Gent. But pray what Inferences, or what 
Confequential Ufe do you make of this 
Obfervation? G2  Tranfati; 
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Tranfal. Why, ftom the Effeéts of this 
Plant, I draw this Inference, That whether 
the Quantity or Quality of this Herb were the 
Caufe of its Effetts, | know not, but think 
that every Body will do well to be cautiows 
and wary in the ufe of it in fuch Quantities, 
after fuch aWarming. For if the Man and 
his Wife had Purged as well as the Chil- 
dren, they would have been ina moft dread- 
ful nafty pickle. 


Gent. Truly the Caution you give, and 
the Reafons alledged for it are equally 
weighty. But pray are thefe all the New Dif- 
coveries made by your Correfpondents re- 
lating to the Virtues of Plants. 


Tranfatt. No, Sir. Numb. 231. We are 


One that informed, That a certain Woman eating by 


would 


~havechan- “@Uftake fome Roots of common Hemlock a- 
ged aCow mong ft Parfnips, was immediately feized 
fora Bag- with Raving and Madnefs, talked Obfcenely, 


pipe. 


and could not forbear Dancing, 02 which Ex- 


ercife fhe was fo intent, that fhe would have 
given her Cow for a Bag -pipe. 


Gent. Poor Woman; it’s a pity fhe 
{ould have wanted Company ; Why did 
they not give fome body a Dole of Pupaver 
Corniculatum, to Dance againft her. 


‘Tranfatt. 1 fappofe, they were in too 
much concern to {ee her fo Obfcene, and fo 
- ‘foolifh- 
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foolifhly Merry. But not to infift too long 
on one Subject, Ihall proceed to give you 
a fuller Account of the Products of my Cor- 
refpondents, and as{oonas I have given you 
a couple of Inftances of the #tymology of 
Words and their Skill in Logick, I fhall pro- 
ceed to their Medicinal and Chirurgical Ob- 
fervations. 


Gent. Pray Sir ufe what Method you 
pleafe, Its no great matter how they are 
ranged. 


Tranfatt. Then the Firft thing I fhall 
offer, is, an Account of the Etimology of 
Ambergreife Ben’s Name. The whole Story Of /ber- 
runs thus, Numb. 232. I fhal/ at the prefent &@1/e Ber- 
let you know the Account I received from 
Ambergriefe Ben; for fo the Man 7s called 
from the vaft quantity of that Valuable 
Commodity he found Two Years ago near 
Ambergreife-Point. Now who could ever 
have guefsd at the Reafon of this Man’s 
Name, had it not been accounted for in the 
Philofopbical Tranfattions. 


Gent, Indeed, I believe they would have 
been at a lofs. But pray proceed to the 
Logick. | 


Tranfuct. Yes, Sir, 1 was longing to let 
you hear that, for you muft know, Numb. 
221. my Correfpondent hath been able by 
clofe Arguing, to tell that Old Femkims_was 
Older than Old Pare. Gent. 


Fenk yns 


Older than 


Parree 
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Gent. Pray how does he prove that ? 


Tranfait. Thus, Henry Fenkyns departed 
this Life, the Eighth Day of December 1670. 
The Battel of Flowdenfield was Fought up- 
on the Ninth Day of September zn the Year 
of our Lord 1513. | 
Henry Jenkyns was 12 Years Oldwheu Flow- 
denfield war Fought, fo be lved 169 Years. 
Old Parry lived 152 Year's, Nine Months. 
Ergo, Henry Fenkyns out-lived Old Parre by 
Computation Sixteen Years. 


Gent. Hah! hah! This outliviving b 
Computation! Admirable indeed! Well 
Old Fenkyns is certainly proved Older than 


Parre. 
Tranfatt. X's undeniable. 


Gent. Pray how came your Friend by a 
particular Account of all the Propofitions 
included in the foregoing Argument. 


Tranfatt. Take it in his own Words, 
When Icame firft to live at Bolton in York- 


fhire, I have forgot my Landlord’s Name, 


but it was told me, That there lived in that 
Parifh a Man near 150 Years Old. That he 
bad Sworn as a Witnefs in a Caufe in York, 
to. 120. Years, which the Judges reproving 
bim for, be faid, be was Butler at that time 
to the Lord Conyers, but truly, it was never 

in 


( 47 ) 
in my Thoughts, to enquire of my Lord 
Darcy, Whether this laft Particular was true, 
or 70. 


Gent. Truly that was a great Overfight ; 
it would have given much Satisfa€tion to 
the Learned World, had my Lord Darcy con: 
firmed it. 


Tranfaé#. Indeed, 1 fhould have been bet- 
ter fatisfied my felf} for Ibeleved “ttle of 
the Story for a great many Years; till one 
Day being in my Sifter’s Kitchin, Henry 
Jenkyns came in to beg an Alms; I had a 
mindto examine him ; I told him, be was an 


Old Man. 
Gent. Pray did not he know that before? 


Tranfaét. What then? He’d be the apter 
to believe it. 


Gent. You fay true indeed. 


Tranfat. And therefore, I defired bim to 
tell me how Old he was? He paufed a little, 
and faid, that to the beft of bis Remembrance, 
he was 162 or 3; I asked bim_ what 
Publick Thing he could remember ¢ He faid, 
Flowdenfield. I asked whether the King was 
there? He faid, No. asked him, how 
Old he might be then? He faid, I believe, 
I might be betweenTen and Twelve , for fad 


he, lwas fent to Northallerton with a Hor/e- 
Load 
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Load of Arrows, but they fent a bigger Boy 


from thence to the Army. 


Gent. You are very Circumftantial in- 
deed in your Relations, but pray of what 
ufe are they to tne Advoncement of Know- 
ledge. 


Tranfait. Advantage? Any thing about 
Old Fenkyns, or Old Parre is very accepta- 
ble to me; and that’s enough to make it ap- 
pear under the General Title of Philofopbi- 
cal Tranfattions for the Advancement of 
Natural Knowledge. But thusmuch being 
faid of Old Jexkyns, I fhall proceed to Re- 
late promifcuonfly what hath been of late 
Difcovered relating to Medicine and Chy- 
rurgery, | 


eats Certainly thofe muft be of great 
= 


Tranfa. 1 fuppofe you have heard of 
what happened to Dr. L————+er, 


Gent, What pray ? 


Tranfai. Sir, He had the Misfortune to 
be Scratched by the Tooth of'a Porpos, fome- 
time after the death of it, fo that tandem 
tertuss digitus male fe habuit, i. e. at laft his 
Third Finger was fick, Numb, 233. 


Gent. 
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Gent. Truly I think the Do“tor had been 
happy had he never been fick any-where 
elfe but in his Fingure ; but fince he cc 1- 
menced Author, I fear a Metaftafis of the 
Morbifick Matter into the Seat of his Un- 
derftanding. 


_ Tranfal. 1 fhould be concerned for 

him fhould it be fo. ButI fhall proceed 

to Relate, what I juft now promifed. 

you, wz. Some of the moft Kemarkable. 
Obfervations in Phyfick and Chirurgery , 

And firft, I fhall give you an account 

of two Medicated Springs, the one Com- 4 Medici- 
municated to me by a Welch Philofopher, nal Spring. 
and the other by a French Man; The De- 
{cription of the firft is as follows. There is a 

Rill about an Ell broad between two Collines, 

covered with Wood, about twelve yards from 

this Spring; The Rill, which falls from a 

Rock eight or nine foot high, which makes a 

very grateful Noife. Numb. 233. 


Gent. A very fine Defcription of a Me- 
dicated Spring; furely that grateful Nose 
will invite feveral Curious Perfons to take 
a view of it: But is that the only Medici- 
nal Quality ? 


Tranf. All that our Philofopher take No- 
tice of. But he tells us farther, The Spring 
comes out of a pure white Marle, I thought 
there bad been no white Marle in Wales, for 
the Earth is red. ss 

H Gent. 
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Gent. An Adinirable Thought indeed { 
And it's a Wonder there is any Chalk in 
England, for the Soil is not of that Colour, 
this Ingenious Conclufion puts me in mind 
of thofe Verfes in Virg7/, 


Urbem quam dicunt Romam, Melibee, putavi 
Stultus ego huic Noftre fimilem 

Sic Canibus catulos fimiles, fic Matribus bedos 
Noram;, fic Parvis componercere. Magna 


folebau. 


And he muft needs be a Man of Wonder- 
ful Sagacity in my Opinion, to conclude all 
things he knew not, were like thofe he had 
before his Eyes, 


Tranfa@, But that’s not all that may be 
faid, for our Philofopher, for he hath fur- 
ther adorned his Account of this Spring with 
a Defcription of a Tree that grows over it, 
for fays he, About rhe Spring fpreads an 
Old Oak with Hoary Mofs on the boughs 
whereof two Crutches. 


Gont. A great Ornament indeed! And 
That grateful Nozfe, the Hoary Mofs and the 
two Crutches in the Oak mutt needs contri- 
bute much to the Advancement of Natural 
Knowledge, and to the underftanding the 
Nature of this Medicated Spring, 


Tranfolt, Truly I muft needs own, the 
French 
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French Philofopher hath quite outdone him 
in that Point,for in his Account of the Mine- 
ral Waters at St. Amands, he tells us not 
what Trees grow about it; But that sof? Num.247. 
Sick People are willing to drink fome, think- 
ing to fwallow in great Glaffes, their Health 
along with that Water. And likewife, That 
Acid Spirits bave not fermented at the firft 
with that Water, but afterwards it hath 
made fome little Bubbles, which remained to 
the fides of the Glaffes, wherein were con- 
tained the Liggors. Now this Story I ad- 
mire mightily, efpecially for the Elegancy 
of the Style. 


Gent. Yes, It is Extraordinary, it is al- 
moft as fine as your own: Remained to the 
fides of the Glafs, is admirably expreffed 
and much better than ftuck to them, Befides 
he hath faid fomething of the Nature of the 
Waters. 


Tranfat. And he farther tells us; Ove 
may alfo wafh in the Mud of that Fountain, 
as Hogs do in our Country. But to proceed 
to Chirnrgical Obfervations. Numb. 233. |. 
Many in the High-lands, who pretend not to Ce 
any Skill in Surgery ; do venture to cut the Sara 
Uvula off when they are troubled witb it 5 & Cheele. 
and prefcribe for a Remedy thereafter, a perce 
of Bread and Cheefe. — 


Gent, That’s vety remarkable indeed, for 
H a very 


cer 
very few Englith People are able to eat 
Bread and Cheefz when their Throats are 
cut. 


- Tranfatt. No matter for that! If the 
thing be true, that’s futficient fatisfaftion. 
But pray now we afe talking of the Uvula. 
Give me your Opinion of the Reafon ofa 
Cough. 


Gent. You are a Phyfitian, and methinks 
it would be more proper for me to ask you 
that Queftion. 


Tranfatt. 1 think indeed I may as well 
tell you, for you may guefs a thoufand 
times before you hit on the right Caufe. 


Gent. Pray what may it be ? 


Tranfad. In fhort, A Cough proceeds 
from the Chamberlins Landing. 


Gent. How can that be? 


Tranfatt. That’s a hard Queftion to An- 
fwer. Butlam fure it is True. For I re- 
ceived an Account of it from one of my 
Correfpondents. 


Gent. And how does he make it out. 
_Tranfact. Why, Num. 233. He tells us, 


Fhat tbe Inhabitants of St, Kilda are every 
Sum- 


CEE, 


Summer infected with a Cough upon the 
Chamberlins Landing. 


Gent. That’s odd indeed; But how do 
they Cure it? 


Tranfact. The ufual remedy is Giben drank 
upon Brochan. 


Gent. So that the Qualities of the Re- 
medies are as occult as the Caufeé of the 
Cough. 


Tranfact. No, no, The Caufe of the 
Cough is evidently the Chamberlins Land- 
ing. Thus much being faid ‘relating to 
Phyfick, I fhould immediately proceed 
to tell you she Symptoms of Two Brafs 
Farthings, But [think it more Inftruftive to 
communicate to you fome Cautions about 
Marrying too foon, and fome things rela- 
tingto Midwifry. And Firit ic hath been. 
obferved, Numb. 233. That daze George, Argumence 
who continuedin the State of Virginity till the ot 
One and fiftieth Year of her Age, Marryed and (oo) * 
brought forth a Boy in the Two and fiftieth 
Year of ber Age. But Numb. 229. A Negro, 
in Nevis who Married before fhe was in the: 
One and fiftieth year of her Virginity, had. 
this misfortune. a Aree wap Be 

well and Impoftumate, fo that moft People at 
fae She ly die. And after one Year and 
half being with Child, was at the laft delwer- 
ed by the Navel, for aftér voiding of a great 
e 
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deal af Ichor and Matter, there did appear 
fome Bones, which did prove to be a Child. 
(not the Bones of a Child, but the Bones 
were a Child) After the Extraction_of the 
Bones the Woman was eafy, and the Woman 
did Recover. 


Gent. Very Strange indeed! 


Tranfact. Numb. 233. Agother Woman 
who was. likewife married before the One 
and fiftieth year of her Virginity, was fever: 
years bringing forth a Child Bone by Bone, 
and all by the Fundament. 


Geat. A long Birth trulyt And very 
{trange t 


Tranfact. But Sir, Ihave another Story 
as ftrangeas that, For Margaret Parry lying 
an wrth the laft of ber.three Children, fome 
Bones of a ¥Fatws.came from ber, after this 
Several other Bones came away, and divers 
worked their way by degrees through the Hefh 
above the OS Pubis. Numb. 243. 


Gent. Very ftrange tuo! But Iam aftaid 
you are impofed upon by your Correfpon-. 
dents ; for I am apt to believe Wounds of 
the Matrix are not fo flight as to lye open 


fo long as thefe Stories require, without be- 
ing-Mortal. pee f 


drgnfact. Lrely fo-much upon the fince- 
rity 
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tity. of my Correfpondents that I cannot tell 
how to disbelieve it. 


Gent. But do you believe a// the Chil- 
dren were born perfect, notwithftanding 
Bones came away at feveral times. Truly } 
think it impoflible : And I wonder how you 
fhould be fo apt to believe them. 


Tranfact. 1 beg your Pardon, If I tell you 
it’s no wonder, for I am not inclined to de- 


ftruft Mankind. 


Gent. To {peak the Truth, . indeed you 
have a peculiar faculty of believing almoft 
any thing: But pray what Reafons can be 
given to juftifie the fincerity of your Cor- 
re{fpondents ? 


Tranfact. Reafon! Pfha! I don’t trouble 
my felf to enquire after the Reafon of every 
thing that’s told me; if I fhould, I fhould 
have Work enough to find Reafons for eve- 
ry thing that’s Communicated in the Tranf- 
actions. 


Gent. Nay, I confefs, that would be too 
hard a Task. But I am afraid I have inter- 
rupted you to long. 


Tranfact. Not at all Sir, The next thing 

J fhall give you an account of is, of a Mon- 
ftruous Birth: for Numb. 233. another 
Gentlewomin who loft her Virginity be- 
ore 
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A Child's fore the 51 Year of her Age bore an Infant 


Head like 
the Hood 
ofa Monk. 


who bad Two Heads , one Head was a Bag re- 
fembling the Hocd of a Benedittine Monk. 
But how far he was concerned in the getting 
of it, no Body knows but the Parties con- 
cerned in Ipfo Facto. It was obfervable, this 
Child did not come out Bone by Bone, nor 
through the Navel, or the Fundament, but 
the other way. 

Numb. 226. gives an Account of a Child 
born without a Brain, which had it lived. 
long enough would have made an Excellent. 
Publifher of Philofophical Tranfaftions. 

Numb. 228. gives an Account of another, 
that had his Brains in the Nape of his. 
Neck. ; | 

But the moft Remarkable Paffage which. 
IT would have you take notice of is that 


The ufe of Numb. 233. Mr. Barrier, found in a Girl 


Hermes 
Seal. 


News from 
Tunquin. 


about 11 or 12 Years Oldinfteadof a Matrix, 
a very thin Membrane placed where the Maz 
trix is. The eutward Orifice was Hermeti- 
cally fealedup. And if the Chymifts in Exg-. 
land would take the fame method with fome: 
of our Females, they probably might be 
Maids at 51. And were the fame Method 
ufed at Iunquin, it could not be mucha- 
mifs; for Numb. 243. we are told, Thar 
at Tunquin, there are Women common to a- 
ny that will bire them, at 8 or 9 Years of 
Age. But in England, they are not Wo- 
men {o,foon, tho’ they hire themfelve be- 
times too, 


Gent. 
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_ Gent, Thefe are moft Admirable Stories 
indeed, to be Publifhed in the Philofophical 
Tranfattions. Pray Sir, how do you come 
by them 2 


Tranfatt. Come by them? I am oblged 
to my Correfpondents. 


Gent. Indeed your Correfpondents are as 
Judicious, in making Obfervations, as you 
arein Publifhing them. 


Tranfact. Pray Sir, don’t Compliment 
me ; what I do is for the good of Mankind, 
and for the Advancement of Natural Know- 
ledge, and not togain Applaufe. 


Gent. Truly Sir, you are very Modeft, 
and therefore,[fhall decline giving you what 
I otherwite by all means think your due. 


Tranct. Ay! Pray forbear an@&thing of that 
Nature; It’s better to pafs our time away in 
Inquiries afterKnowledge,thanCompliments. 
And therefore I {hall proceed to acquaint you 
with feveral promifcuous Obfervations in 
Natural Hiftory, which I am infinitely o- 
bliged to my Correfpondents for, and which 
you will fay the World will be obliged to 
me for putting them in the Philofophical 
Tranfactions. And Firft, Ifhall let you 
know, That of late the poor People have fet 
their Wits, as if it were on the ‘Tenter-hooks, 
to make Turnep-Bread in "lex. © 

| I Gent. 
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Gent. By all means, the World will ‘bs 
very much obliged to you; for Teaching 
themto make Turnep-Bread; but 1 admire 
the Language of your Correfpondent fo 
much, that I profefs, 1 am the lefs defirous 
to hear any thing more of your Bread, 


Tranfact. I thought the Novelty of the 
Style would furprize you. 


Gent. Surprize me! I am amazed at it. 
Set their Wits, as if it were on the Tenter- 
Hooks! The Simile is very clofe and noble, 


But pray proceed to your Philofophical En- 
tertainment. 


Tranfact. 1 was about to acquaint you in 
the next place, with an Account of the 
Gyants Caufe-way in Ireland, which I mas 
very exact in getting from aperfon who was 
ver Compos, gud perbaps peritus. But the 
Prolixity of a Philofopbical Defcription, will 
be too tedious at this time. See nares 205, 
{thought likewife to have told you fome- 
thing of az Arch in Two Stone Chimneys in 
Northamptonfhire, Numb. 166. As alfo 
ofa Ferws 16 Years in Utero, Numb. 139. 
A Monftrous Child in Jutland, Skulls of 
Fouls described, and of a Prodigioufly large 
Feather of the Bird Cunter. But pafling by 
thefe; I fhall proceed to tell you, That of 
tate, Dr. Bal/four found feveral Eggs in the 
Cauda of a Barnacle. Numb, 222. 


Gent, 
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Gent. Indeed, if you were not in hafte, 
thefe things would be very entertaining. 


Tranfadt. 'Vhey art great Curicfities; and 
fince you like them fo well, I care not much 
if I give you a particular Account of 
them. 


Gent. Nay, Sir, you are in hafte; Pray 
proceed tothe next. 


LTvanfaé.Then rhe next thing I fhall enter- 
tain you with, is, an Account of fome Ob 
fervations made in the-Ea/?-Indies ; almoft Oyfter- | 
as Remarkable, as the Contents of the China Sells in 
Cabinet; for Numb. 243. we are told, That 777” 
there bath been feen an Oyfter-fhell in Bantam, 
that bath been about Eighteen Inches Diame- 
ter, and feveral in Moccao, that hath been 
18 Inches long. 


Gent. Thofe are Rarities indeed! Several 
hath been 18 Inches long. The Llegancy of 
the Style is very fingular too. 


Tranfatt. This Sir, is trae Modern Lan- 
guage, moft of my Correfpondents endea- 
your to imitate me. 


Gent. They may imitate, but they lf 
come far fhort of their Mark; your Style is 
too intricate forthem. But pray, asto the 


matter of Fatt; You fay, there bath been 
J 2 Jeen 
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feen a Shell, which hath been fo big. Was 
it not fo big when it was féen, if not, as 


your Story intimates, how could they tell 
feveral hath been {o big? 


Tranfact. \ fee you make your Remarks 
upon every thing | offer almoft ; And there- 
fore 1 muft beg your Pardon, if I pretend 
not to folve Philofophical Difficulties. But 
to proceed, I fhall give you an Account of 
{tranger thingsthan thefe? for Numb. 243. 
I am informed by the Perfon that did fee it, 
That at Batavia, 2 whole Duck was taken out 

A Duckin of the Belly of aSnake: And that in Achin 
theBellv they did kill a Snake. that bad a whole Deer 
of aSnake. 5 IPs Be ily, 


Gent. Prodigious! And almoft  Incre- 
dible. 


Tranfai. Thefe are not half the Strange 
Stories, delivered in the Philofophical Tranf- 
attions, Numb. 225. From Fort St. George, 
{ have the following Account, In a few Days 
after my Arrival, the fruits of my Gomroon 
journey fhewed themfelves. For a little be- 
low the Inftep of my Left Foot aWorm put 
out it’s Lead, which coft me much trouble, 
But Lam told, fome People breed Magots 
in theit Heads without much trouble. 


Gent. Yes, Sir, they are Natural to fome 
People, 


Tranfatl. 
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Tranfad. God fend they breed not in the 
Heads of any of my Correfpondents, for it 
ee be agreat difadvantage to the Pub- 
ick. 


Gent. It was very well wifhed; and J 
wifh they are not got into them already. 


Tranfatt. Well, let us hope the beft, and 
Gia to our Philofophical Entertainment, 

umb. 229. we are told, That in Hart-¢, few 
fordfbire, a Storm of Hail broke vaft numbers Evia 
of Pidgeons Wings, and fell foul upon rbe by Hail. 
Crows and Rooks ; and broke as many Glafs- 
Windows as coft 4 1. repairing. 


Gent. That was an unfortunate Shower 
indeed to the Mafter of the Houfe. 


Tranfaét. Truly it would vex a Man. 


Gent. And mightily entertain a Tranf- 
aCtioneer. 


Tranfat, O dear, mighty Diverting. 
But pray have you heard of fuch a Bird as 
the Scart ? 

Gent. Why Sir? 


Tranfat. Becaufe I am going to tell you 
fomething of it, which is Remarkable.. 


Gent. 
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Gent. Pray what’s that? 


Tranfaf. Why, Numb. 133. weare told, 
ASeart That all Tribes of Birds are obfervedto have 
eve their Sentinels. The watchfulnefs of the 
furprizd. Scart is true to a Proverb. I know one who 
by furprizing the Sentinel, catched 300 ina 

Night. 


Gent. That’s Remarkable indeed: So 
that if a Virtwofo hath a mind to catch 
Scarts, he muft endeavour to furprize the 
Sentinel. Is not that the Philofophical ufe 
you make of this Story ? 


Tranfat. Yes Sir, That’s the way to 
catch Searts. 


Gent. That’s fure of mighty ufe in Na- 
tural Philofophy: To know how to catch 
Scarts, makes a Man much wifer. 


Tranfad. Certainly, it’s fomething, to 
«1 aie,. Know how to furprize them. But to pro- 
Fifth diffe- : 
rentfrom Ceed, Numb. 225. we are informed, That 
one ano- Eufh are not only different from otber Ant- 
cher. mals ; but likewife differ very much from one 
another, there being fcarce a Species of then, 
that hath not remarkable differences. 


Gent. That's really very true,for theHerring 
is much different ftom the Lobfter, and the 
Lobfter differs much from the Whiting, and 

the 
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the Whiting from the Cockle. 


Tranfat. But befides this more obvious 
Obfervation its worth Remarking. That 
Fifh have their Blood Naturally lefs bot than 
ours. So that the Natural Heat of Ours 
would be a Fever in them and Mortal: For 
which Reafon they Drink no ftrong Liquors, 
fuch as Ale, Beer or Wine; but live conti- 
nually in the Water, and drink nothing 
elfé. But whether they do this by Inftin&, 
or Tradition Iam not yet informed ; but 
this Ican fay. Inever heard, that fo much 
as one ever dyed of a Fever. 


No Fifh 
dye ofa 
Fever, 


Gent. That’s very Remarkable indeed. 


Tranfad. But they dye of other Diftem- 
pets; for Fi/h are found to dye inWater 
frozen over. Occafior’d by the freezing of 
the Water. Their Fins and Tail affift them 
in their Paffage through the Water, whether 
they will, but the dilation of the Air in the 
Bladder makes them capable of Swimming, af- 
ter the fame manner as the dilating of the 
Lungs, and Thorax bear bimupin Water. 


Gent. Very well obferved indeed. 

Tranfatt. Flat Fiyfh have none of this Blad- 
der, for they are able by reafon of their 
Breadth to keep themfelves upon the Water. 


Gent. But I think a broad Stone is as apt 
to 
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to fink as a narrow one;.asa Mill-ftone will 
fink as another Stone that is not quite fo 
broad. | 


Tranfact. 1 fhall not Difpute that. But 
in the next place proceed to give you an 
Account of a Shower of Fifh, Numb. 243. 
we have the following Words, Since my laft 
toyou, Ihave received an Account of the Pro- 
digious Rain you long ago defired of me, and 

A Shower yhjs Opportunity offering of conveighing it 
Ab Safely to you, Iwould no longer delay it, and 
“had received the Account as you promifed 
me of the Herrings, I might poffibly have faid 
Something more, but I fhall now leave that 

t0 yout. 


Gent. The great Concern You and your 
Correfpondent feem to have been in; make 
me louig tor the Story of the Fifhes. 


Tranfait. 1 fhall come to that prefently. 
The Account I bad from a worthy Gentleman 
of this Country, who had a Box full of thefe 
Eifhes, which he preferved;, but that being 
miflaid, be could not perform his promife of 
giving fome of them, tho he fays, he will cer- 
tainly doit when he finds it. 


Gent. And pray Sir, cannot you give an Ac- 
count of the Fifhes till then ? 


Tranfat. Yes, yes, I told you I fhould 
come to it prefently, On Wednefday before 


E aft cr’, 
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Eafter, a Pafture-Field at Branftead near 
Wrotham i Kent about Two Acres, which 
as far from the Sea, or any Branch of it, and 
a Place where there are no Fifh-Ponds, but a 
Scarcity of Water, was all overfpread with 
little kifhes, conceived to be Rained down , 
there having been at that time agreat Tem- 
peft of Thunder and Rain: The kifhes were 
about the length of a Man’s little Finger, and 
judged by all that faw them to be young Whi- 
tings. The Field belonged to one Hare a Yeo- 
man. But why they fhould fall into this Yeo- 
man’s Ground only no body knows. 


Gent. But pray how came they. to be 
Rained ? 


Tranf&. That’s unknown too, only it 
may probably be guefs’d, that the Bird 
Cunter having robbed a Fifh-Market, could 
catry the Prey no further: But however it 
was. I think this Yeoman would do well 
to make a Fifh-Pond againft the next 
Shower. 


Gent. Truly this Story of the Fifh is a 
very Strange one : It’s almoft Incredible. 


Tranfaét. Tf you think this ftrange, what A Shower 
will you think of a Shower of Butter for the of Butter. 
Fifth? 

Gent. It’s impoffible ! Is it not? 


Tranfatt. As la ae as you may think 
it, 
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it, youll find it Recorded as_a Truth, 
Numb. 220. in the following Words, We 
bave.bad of late in the County of Limerick— 
Showers of a fort of matter like Butter or 
Greafe Lay it by the Fire, and it grows 
hard. 


Gent. How then can it be faid to be 
like Butter ? 


Tranfat. Becaufe my Correfpondent po- 
fitively fays ,it was a Shower of Butter. 


Gent. That’s a good Reafon indeed. 


Tranfat. No Stranger than True: But 
if you will not believe this, howgwill you 
ATree believe there is 2 Ivee bearing TaMlow? N. 


bearing 
Tallow. eee: ee 537° 


Gent. Icontefs, were it not inthe Trax/- 
actions one would not be apt to believe it. 


Tranfatt, It’s ftrange enough. But pray, 
Did you ever hear of the Hogs that fhitSoap, 
and the Cow that fhit Fire? 


Gent. No truly. 


Tranfatt. Why, Numb. 263. we are in- 
pee form’d, That in Lincolnfbire, they gather 
“aP up Hogs Dung and fteep it in Water. and 

ex. : ao ? 
having well flirred it, ftrein it, and foufe 
it to wafh Cloaths, Hence the Proverb, In 
)_» bine 
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Lincolnfhire, where the Hogs /hp— Soap, 
and the Cows fh Hire. 


Gent. Truly we are much obliged to you 
and your Correfpondent for this Proverb, 
and its Explication. 


Tranfad. 1 muft needs fay, a great many 
Philofophers would never have heard ofthis 
Proverb, had it not been Publifhed in my 
LTranfattions. 


vent. But if they be ignorant now, its 
none of your fault. 


Tranfad. No, truly, I would not be guil- 
ty of letting fo Ufeful a Proverb be loft for 
want of faking notice of it. Bur did you 
hear the Copy of Verfesuponan Eel ? 


Gent. Not that 1 remember. 


Tranfatt, Numb. 223. we have the follow- 


ing, 
: An Ankham Ee/, and a Witham Pzke, 


All England cannot fhew the like 


Gent. Then you keep Cerrefpondence 
with Poets. 


Tranfa. Any Body that can furnifh me 
with Philofophical Matters. 


Gent. Pray how were thefe Verfes occafion’d ? 
ae sce K 2 Tranfatt, 


A Wound 
by the 
ftrength 
of Imagi- 
nution. 
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Tranfaft. Becaufe that River is Remark- 


able for good Eels. 


Gent. Aweighty Reafon indeed. But are 
thefe all the moft Confiderable Paffages in 
the Tvanfactions ¢ 


Tranfa. No, Sir, Numb. 221. Do€tor 
Cyprianws, gives us an Account of a Lady 
that was Delivered of aChild, with aWound 
in ber Breaft above Your Fingers long 0c- 
cafioned by rhe ftrength of Imagination. 


Gent. That indeed, is very {trange. 


Tranfaédt, It is fo; and in my Opinion, it 
is ftrange, That a Lamb fhould be fuckled 
by a Weather : And yet Numb. 214. we 
are told, That Szr William Lowther bad a 
Ewe that had Two Lambs, and fhe dying left 
them Young to fhift for themfelwes, One of 


‘them was entertained by a Weather Sheep— 


Lhe Lamb fucked the Weather, and brought 
bin to Milk, and was maintained by bim all 
this Summer. 


_ Gent. This is avery Philofophical Srory 
indeed ; this will imploy the Wits to ac- 
count for it. 


Tranfat?. Ay, Sir. But thefe are not all 
the Remarkable Paffages taken Notice of, 


in thefe Philofophical News Papers, for 


Numb. 
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Numb. 240. we have an Account of Glow- 
Worms Volant, and Butterflies Eggs that 
were teftaceous, and near as big av Wren’s, 
moft glorioufly beftudded with Gold and Silver, 
and they Hatch in the Windows, and are a 
Sport for Children. 


Gent. Pray how came your Correfpon- 
dent to take notice of Things only fit for 
Children ; What ? did he think your Genius 
lay the fame way as Childrens do ? 


Tranfaét. 1 know no Reafon why izno- 
cent Diverfion fhould not be encouraged a- 
mongi{t me and my Correfpondents, as well 
as amongft Children. 


Gent. Indeed, I muft confefs, if it be 
agreeable, I have nothing to fay againft it, 
but fhall rather admire the Noble Genius of 
of your own happy Self} and of your Cor- 
re{pondents. 


Tranfatt. Ogood Sir, forbear, pray don’t 
Compliment me.But to proceed,N.240.there 
are likewife, Tortoifes Eggs by Ponds fides 
in great quantities Our Dames fcruple 
not to ufe them as Hens Eggs in Pud dings. 
N.240. Grafhoppers in JulybecomeVolantand 
have a kind of Regimental-Difcipline, and as ue i - 
it were, fome Commanders, of fach Valour, Hine of 
that they are always ready to fly away, 27d Grafshop- 
rife firft when they are purfued by the Fowles. pers. 


which I have often ferioufly remarked, and 
won- 
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wondred at the fimplicity of our Comman- 
ders, who inftead of Running away, are fd 
fool hardy as to ftand toFight, regardlefs of 
their Lives, not minding the Example of 
thefe Creatures, who take more care of 
their own Safcty. 


Gent. Very Philofophical indeed / 


— Tra,fad, Philofophical! O dear Sir, thefé 
Things are nothing to what I fhall relate to 
you, I {hall in the next place, give you an 
Account of one of the moft Unmannerly 
Dogs that ever you heard off 


Gent, What’s that pray ? 


ance: Tranfatt. Why, Numb. 235. upon the 
poe Proclaiming of the Peace, about aWeek ago 
pon 5 
a Mafti¢. Lo Troops of Horfe Dif-mounted, were 
Dog. drawn in a Line in order to fire their Volhes, 
the Center of their Line was againft the But- 

cher’s Door. 


Gent. But when will you let me hear the 
Story of the Dog? 


Tranfai. Alafs! Sir, you have not pati- 
ence ; this is part of theStory. This But- 
cher kept avery large Maftiff Dog, the big- 
geft in our Town, A Dog of great courage 
for Fighting. ‘This Dog was laid by the Fire- 
Jide afleep, but upon the firft Volley the Sol- 
diers made, he immediately ftarted up. 

Gent. 
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Gent. A very ftout Dog, I muft con- 
fefs, was this Dog the biggeft in your 
Town? 


Tranfatt. Yes, Sir, he was the biggett ; 
but alafs! You are quite miftaken, it was 
not his Courage that made him fart up, be 
ran into aChamber and bid himfelf under a 
Bed. 


Gent. And was this your ftout Dog? 


Tranfatt. Yes, Sir, he might be a 
{tout Dog, and yet be frightened at fuch a 
furprizing Noife, and I believe, had you 
orl been afleep, we fhould have been fur- 
prized too: 


Gent. Nay, Ihave nothing to Anfwer to 
that. But pray go on with your Story. 


Tranfatt. The Maid Servant going to beat 
bim down (be never ufing to go up Stairs) as 
She was fo doing, a fecondVolley came, which 
made the Dog rife andrun feveral times about 
the Chamber with Violent Iremblings. 


Gent. And is that all you have to fay of 
this Dog? 


Tranfatt. Yes, Sir, and enough too, 


Gent. Nay, enough of all Confcience a 
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I find no fault with that ; but I find no Phi- 
lofophy in it. 


Tranfait. No Philofophy ; Do you know 
what Philofophy is Pray ? 


Gent. What do you fay it is? 


Tranfact. 1 don’t trouble my Head about 
fuch things-, *tis enough for me to tell you 
that it is Philofophy. 


Gent. Very ftrange. Philofophy. 


Tranfact. Strange. It’s the onty Philofo- 
phy that and my Correfpondents take de- 
light in. But if our Philofophy does not 
pleafe you, 1 fhalt urge it no tarther. 


Gent. Yes, yes, Sit it pleafes me much ; 
bat the Novelty of the thing makes me ask 
fo many Queftions. Pray favour me with a 
further Account of your Difcoveries. 


Tranfoct. 1 proceed, and fhall next 
entertain you with what has been very Ra- 
vifhing unto me, and the more becaufe it 
relates tomy ownCountry. In rhe County 


count of Of Limerick iv Ireland, o” the 7th Day of. 
Travelling June,. a great Rumbling, or faint Noife was 


beard in the Earth, N.233. 


Gent. Pray how could that be? How 
could a great Rumbling, be a faint Noife 2 
Tranfact. 
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Tranfact. Alafs! What a Queftion you ask! 
Soon after, totbe great Terrcr and A  ftonifb- 
ment of a great number of Spectators, a more 
wonderful Thing happened: Yor in a Bog ftrech- 
ing North and South, the Earth began to 
move, Viz. Medow and Pafture-Land that lay 
on the fide of the Bog; and Separated by a 
large Ditch. 


Gent. Sir, the Language you exprefs this 
Story in,is too high for me, it is unintelligi- 
ble, I cannot underftand how the Medow and 
Pafture-Land that lay on the fide of the Bog, 
could bezz a Bog. 


Tranfact. \f you cannot underftand Philo. 
fophical Language, I cannot help that ; but 
mutt give you the remaining part of the Sto- 
ry in the Words of the Author ; for I have 
none elfe but Philofophical Words to ex- 
prefs my felf in. His words are thefe, The 
Pafture-Land rifing very bigh over-ran 
the Ground beneath it, and moved upon its 
Surface, rouling on with great pufhing vi0- 
lence, till it had covered the Medow , and zs 
held to remain on it 16 Foot deep. 


Gent. Held to remain. That’s Remarkable 
truly. 


Tranfatt. In the Motion of this Earth, it 
drew after it the Body of the Bog, part of it 
lying on the place, where the Pafture-Land, 


that moved out of the Place it bad before 
L ftood, 
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ood-——— And fo it continues at the pre- 
fent, to the great wonderment of thofe that 


pas by. 


Gent. Truly, Sir, you have told me a 
Story now, that is a great Wonderment, not 
only becaufe the Medow was held to remain 
upon the Pafture-Land, but that which x the 
ereate/t Wonderment to me, is, that the Me- 
dow fhould be able: to move forward of it- 
felf, and draw rhe Body of the Bog after it, 
according to your New Philofophy, where- 
as, according to Boyle, or Cartefiws, | fhould 
have thought, that both the Bog and the 
Land had been protruded by fome Internal 
Caufe. 


Tranfact. Strange! How readily you 
have learn’d to {peak in the Language of the 
Moderns, methinks you fpake it as Natural- 
ly as my Correfpondents. 


Gent. Sir, I always ftrive to Imitate 
thofe I admire: But pray, let me not di. 
vert your farther Account of the late Tranf- 
actions. 


The effects. I7vanfacr. The next Story I-fhall relate, 
of Greatri- 1S this, Numb. 256. Mr. Greatrix coming 


to our toufe, and bearing of my Brother's 


ftroaking. Ilnefs, defired to fee bim, he ordered the 


Boy to firip himfelf to bis Shirt, which he did, 
and baving sven prefent eafe to bys Head by 
only firoaking him with bis Hands, be fell fo 

rub 
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rub his Back; which be moft complained. of: 
But the Pain being frightened, prefently fled 
from bis Head to bis Right Thigh, be fol- 
owed it there, it fell to his Knee, from 
thence to bis Leg, but. he ftill pur fied it to 
his Ancle, thence to bis Foot, and at the laft 
to bis great Toe. As it fell lower, it grew 
more violent, efpectally when in his great Toe, 
it made bim roar out ; but upon rubbing it 
there, it {tole out at his Toe-end ; and rhe 
Boy cryed out, it’s quite gone. 


Gent. I confefs, this Story is very Philo- 
fophical, Medicinal, and Circumfttantial. 
And firft, for the Circumftances, That 
Greatrix had a defire to fee the Boy; That 
he defired the Boy to ftrip; feem, very re-. 
quifite Preparatives for the Cure, which to 
me is not a little furprizing ; for how this 
Humour fhould be fo frightened, and have 
fuch an Antipathy to Greatrix’s Hand as to 
tun away from it, and that too where there 
was.no Paflage or Veffels for it to pafs 
through, I cannot comprehend. 


Tranfad. It is indeed very ftrange. But 
this Greatrix hath done more than that ; 
for a Smith whofe Name wag Peirfon, near 
ws, bad Two Daughters, extremely troubled 
with the Evil, the one in ber Thigh, the o- 
ther in ber Arm : He Cured them both at ny 
Futher’s , one of them lives ftill in the Town, 
I was with her Yefterday, fhe 7 a bealthy Wo- 
man, the Mother of feveral Children, fhe 

joey Shewed 
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foewed me ber Arm. But whether the other 
{hewed her Thigh, or not, I think not at all 
materialto relate. But this Greatrix had a- 
nother very excellent Quality, for be would 
prefently take off Fits of the Mother, by lay- 
ing bis Glove on their Heads. 


Gent. Pray Sir, was your Correfpon- 
dent Compos Mentis, when he fent you that 
Relation, or was he in a Fright ? 


Tranfact.. Why do you ask fuch Que- 
{tions ? 


Gent. Becaufe he feems to be out of 
Breath, orto Breath fhort in his Account of 
the Smith’s Daughters, one would think, 
his inconnexion an efte& either of fome 
difaffeftion of his Intelle€tuals, or that he 
was mightily furpriz’d at fomething. 


Franfatt. Traly, Icannot tell that ; per- 
haps he-might be in fome little Confternati- 


on at the ftrange Effects of Greatrix’s 
{troaking. 


‘Tranfatt. Indeed, they are fo ftrange, that 
I have not Faith enough to believe them. 


Tranfatt. If you have not Faith enough 
to believe what my Correfpondents Difcover 
and Relate ? perhaps it may be becaufe you 
have not Application enough to fearch into 
the Caufes of Things, Pray what think on 

fo) 


(77) 
of the Operation of'a Blifter, when it Cures 
a Revere 


Gent. That it hath a very good Effed, 


Tranfaétt. Any Body would conclude that ; 
but a mighty Scor’s Virtuofo, and one of my 
particular Acquaintance hath made a long 
Difcourfe upon this Subject; and. indeed, 
he’s fo fenfible of the Length of it himfelf, 
that like an Orator, with unparallell’d Elo- 
quence, after a long Prormium, he thus 
{peaks to his Auditors, Numb. 252. Do but 
think then, bad I infiffed on Veficafion in 
general; what had I done for Time and Pa- 
tience, to you O my Hearers, wa Dycourfe 
about a Bhfter. Any one but your felves, 
fhould be ready to believe, that there an.be 
nothing of that Confequence in the thing. 


Gent. That’s a great Compliment upon 
the Auditors; but methinks he chiefly de- 
figned it home upon you, becaufe your In. 
duftry extends it felf fo far as to take notice 
of things, ‘in which others fee notbing of that 
Confequence. 


Tranfact. Truly I cannot tell whether he A ong 
hada particular defign to Compliment me, aE 
put thus he proceeds, and that they would) wan a 
rather throw away Medicine altogether, at piitter. 
leaft Blifters out of Physick ; than to be trou. 
bled with a Difcourfe fo Wis that zs more 

| lifter it fel. 
painful than a Blifter it felf me 


Cantharides 
armd with 
Swords 
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Gent. This is moft fharp Wit, but pray, 
good Sir, if this Difcourfe be fo very pain-. 
ful, I had rather you'd pafs it by. 


Tranfa. No, no, be not afraid of it; 
I'll take care it fhall not be fo painful to 
you, I fhall only take notice of a tew of the 


and Dag- wittieft Sentences, and the moft valuable 


gers. 


Paffages. I muft beg leave to tell you, fays 
he, that Ihave employed Microfcopes to look 
upon this Fly, and its Powder, to fee if 
] could difcover any fharp Inftruments , 
Swords, Daggers, or the like fort of Ar- 
miture, in tbefe Warlike and Wounding 
Creatures. 


Gent. That’s an Admirable Paflage. Dead 
Flies, Warlike and Wounding Creatures! 
Your Correfpondent truly, was in the right 
to difarm fuch fort of Creatures; for if they 


are able to make ufe of Swords and Daggers 


after they are dead, there’s no fafety amongtt 
them. But what Arms were difcovered iy 
your Correfpondent. 


Tranfa. None at all; For, fays he, 
whatfoever elfe Lfound, I could meet with no 
Arms at all, which makes me think, that 
if they bave any, as needs they muff, they 
are concealed, and are to be difcovered in. a- 
nother way. 


Gent Nay, if they conceal their Wea- 
pons, no Body knows how to deal with 
them. 
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them. I wonder how your Hero durft ven- 
ture to {tay fo long in their Company. 


Tranfact. It is dangerous indeed, Crea- 
tures that have fet all the Phyfick in thisTown 
in a Combuftion, or Ferment. And truly 
fince agreat Man complained of Experientia 
being a fallax, \ think he did very impu- 
dently to meddle with them. 


Gent. And are thefe all the Remarkable 
Paffages in his painful Difcourfe ? 


Tranfad. No, Sir, he tells us, Syace Hanging 
Death, or no Circulation of the Blood, is the Mortal. 
Confequence of Poyfon, we muft find as ma- 
ny Kinds of Poyfon, as there are ways of ftop- 
ping the Bloods Motion. 


Gent. Then Hanging is Poyfon, for that’s 
one way of Death, or no Circulation of the 
Blood. 


Tragfat. Truly, my Correfpondent ne- 
ver Gonfidered that Confequence: Hold! 
Now you talk of Hanging; One of my 
Corref{pondents is of Opinion,:-That Hanging 
is not Poyfon; for Numb. 240. fays he, Hanging 
{peaking of Men that are banged. ‘Ibe Re. ApHopiex 
markable lividnefs of their Faces, with the ~~ 
extraordinary diftortion of the Fugulars, in 
the feveral Branches above the Ligature, 
argue, they dye in a great meafure Apo- 
plettick. 
Gent. 
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Gint. Very Learnedly concluded. Then 
I fuppofe hanging hereafter will not be ac- 
counted an Ignominious Death ; for ’tis no 
difgrace to die ofan Appoplexy. But pray 
proceed to the reft of your Philofophical 
Relations. 


Tranfaft. Numb. 251.-we have the fol- 
lowing Account of a Child’s Head. J did 
take off the three upper Vertebre of the 
Neck before I could find the Medulla Spina- 
lis The Tongue was frefb, and doubt- 
de{s bad performed the Deglutition tomake the 
Child fwallow the Colliquamentum. ‘The 
Larynx and all the Parts of the Throat, 
were as the reft of the Body were, in a good 
and natural condition as can be. I leave o- 
thers to explain bow this Child could live 
without Brains. 


Gent. Oh, dear Sir, that fhould never 
have been omitted, ’twas the main thing in 
the Relation. Befides, The Explain at 
would have folv’d a Problemat >refédbasnnch 
Debated in the World, which is, Howmott 
of your Correfpondents cam five under the 
very fame Citcumftances with thatChi/d. But 
pray what ule did he make of the Bones? — 


dranfact. That, Sir, he tells you very 
exprefly. Says he, I keep the Bones of that 
Skull in my Houfe, to convince any Body, 
bat they are Bones, if they fhould Queftion it. 
Gent. 
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Gent. Truly, [cannot Imagine for wt 
other ufes youthould keep nee But iii 
if the Child wanted Brains, I underftand not 
how the Larynx and all the Parts of the Bo- 
os could be in a good and natural Con. 

ition. 


Tranfatt. That is only as I told you be- 
fore, our way of expreffing our felves, for 
as famongft the Beauwxs a carelefs DrefS is 
the moft admired, {0 we Philofophers figna- 
lize our felves, by. a carelefs ufe of Lan- 
guage. But to proceed. I {hall give you 
a {hort Account of what happened lately in 
Lapland, Numb. 251. we have the follow- 
ing Account of a {mall fort of Creature, cal- 
led Sable-Mice, they are fo fierce and angry 
i if a flick be held out at thém, they will 
ite it. | 


Gent. That’s very daring indeed! 


Tranfalt. In their March they keep adi- 
yell Line, and are innumerable Thoufands in 
each Troop ——— They March by Night, 
and in the Twilight, and fleecp by Day: As 
the Moufe in the Fable ufed to do. 

If they meet any thing ix their way that might 
flop them, they avoid it not, tho it were 
Fire, a deep Well, aTorrent, or a Lake ; 
and by that means Thoufands of them are 
deftroyed. 


M Gent. 


The Lan- 
guage of 
a Sable 
Moufe. 
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Gent. Mighty Refolute truly ! 


Trenfa. When toey-are met in Woods or 
Fields and Popped, tvey fet themfelves upon 
their hinder Legs like a Dog, andmake a kind 
of barking, or queaking noife ——defending 
their Line as long as they can, and if at the 
laft they are forced out of it, they creep into 
holes, and fet up acry founding like biabb,biabb. 
Quarter! Quarter! Is not the Language of 
thefe Mice very Remarkable ? 


Gent. Very Remarkable and entertaining 
for a Philofopher: It enriches a Man’s Un- 
derftanding much, to know the Fury and 
Condu& of aMoufe, and what Noife it 
makes when it isfrightened. But pray Sir, 
let me beg the Favour of an Account of the 
Moors of Weft-Barbary, and their Cuftoms? 


Tranfaét. Ay, with all my heart Sir, 
Numb. 254. p. 248. we are told, That she 
Barbary Moor, when he rifes in the Mora- 
ing wafhes bimfelf all over, and dreffes, then 
goes to their Giama or Church, fays bis Pray- 
ers, and returns home, where bis Wife, Con- 
cubine, or Slave hath bis Breakfaft ready for 
bim, which is fometimes made of Barley, or 
Wheat Gruel I have been often Treated 
with warm Bread, frefh Butter and Honey in 
a Morning, «ta alfo a Hafty-pudding with But- 
ter. In Sule I bad aBag of Honey prefented to 
me with Poppy Seeds in it, it made me fleepy, 

ut 
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but I found my felf well and in good Temper 
of Body after it. 

They feldom ufe a Knife, and a¥orkis a 
Strange thing amongft them. They are dex- 
trous at this way of Carving, and never finch 
tho’ they burn their Fingers, for that would 
look mean, when they have done they lick 
their Fingers, as Plow-Men do in our Country. 
After they have eat the Meat, they dip the 
Bread in the Sauce or Broth, and eat it. For 
their Meat to be ftrongly feafoned is no great 
Saultand if one fhould fay,t’s too high of Pep- 
per, they will reply, It’s better to be Ab then 
Faugh, 

They have good Capons, Snipes, Pipers and 
Antelopes. They ll eat a Fox if fat, but not 
if lean, whence the Proverb, Hebel Deeb, 
haram Deeb. A Fox is lawful, and a Fox is 
Unlawful, i.e. Fat lawful, Lean unlawful. 

When the Moors have feafted, every one 
wafbes bis Hands and Mouth, thanks God— 
they talk a little, or tell fome Story, and then 
lie down to reft, where I fhall leave them at 
the prefent, and do beg your Pardonfer fo 
tirefome and frivolous a Iifcourfe 


Gent. Upon my Word Sir, I think, your 
Friend concludes rightly. 


Tranfod. Concludes rightly, Sir, why 
all my Friends conclude fo, | 


Gent, Ay, tobe Tirefome and Frivolous. 


M2 Tranfatl, 
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Tranfaét. O dear Sir, no; but if the 
length of this, has been fomething tedious; 
I will now entertain you with one which 
may make amends ; for Numb. 249. we re- 
ceived the following Letter, Herewith you 
will receive a Cervus Volans, divers forts of 
Scarabs, and three or four forts of Lady- 
Buegs. But not to pais too much Time a- 
way upon this, I fhall rather tell you, That 
Feremiah Skelton, obferving a Storm com: 
ing, faid, I think it will be Rain, Iwill go 
and gather in fome of the Corn While at 
this Work, bringing in a Burden and cafting 
it upon the Barn floor , the Fempeft begun as 
he came forth agaim , whereupon be ftept afide 
for jhelter into the Barn Door, and while 
ihbere, was ftruck with a dreadful flafh of 
Fire. A Young Woman that lived with ber 
Eyher in the “Houfe that belong’d to this 
furm, leaves the Houfe, and not feeing the 
Young Man about the Barn, goes with fpeed 
and tells the Family be was related to, That 
foe feared be was flain. They came to the Barn 
and found it even fo, a fad Spetiacle! His 
Clogs driven from bis Feet,one not to be found 
and the other cloven, and bis Hat not to’ be 
found ofter fearch, This Young Man would 
have becn 22 Years of Age next June, is faid 
to have been fober and bopeful, ‘was Buryed 
at Luddenden the Monday following, 

To this, Lhave but Two more Gophe 
cal Mattersto add, the firftisjan Account of 
the Generation of Fleas. See Numb.. 249. 
p. 2. dt lofi is difcovered by the Fndefatigable 

| In- 
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Induftry of Signior D’iacinto Ceftone, zhe 
true way of the Generation of Heas, their 
Worms, and entire Metamorphofes which have 
hitherto been obfcure, tho’ fought after. The 
Fleas bring forth Eggs (or a fort of Nits) 
from thefe Eggs are hatched Worms; thefe 
Worms make to themfelves Bags like Silk- 
Worms, and from out of thefe Bags come 
hleas. 

Having thus given you an Hiftorical Ac- 
count of the Generation of Fleas. I fhall 
proceed to a Difcourfe of Coffee, Numb. 
256.p.311. Ofthe Berries Boyled inWater, 
is made a Drink, and drank much amongft the 
Arabians and Turks, and alfo now in Europe. 

. As for the manner of its being firft made a 
Trade of in England, \ fhall give you the 
following Account, Anno 1652. One Ed- 
wards came over into England, and Marryed 
the Daughter of one Alderman Hodges—This 
Hodges fetled to drink Coffee with Edwards 
with much delight. After this, Edwards 
Jet up one Pafqua for a Coffee-Man 
The Ale-houfe keepers fearing it would fpoil 
their Trade, Petiticned the Lord Mayor a- 
gainft him. Upon this Hodges joined as a 
Partner with Pafqua one Bowman, at the 
laft Pafqua dyed, and Bowman kept she 
Trade and when he dyed left his Wife, 
who bad been Hodges’s Cook-Maid, pretty 
Rich; but fhe dyed Poor. 

John Painter was Bowman's firft Appren- 
tice, Bowman dyed, and after a Year brs Wife 
let the Houfe to one Batler, whofe Daughter 


Marryed 
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Marryed Humphrey Hodskins Bowman's fe: 
cond Apprentice. And atter lome time the 
Frade grew univerfal, but what was the 
Rife of Batfons, Wills, or Richards, \can- 
not cell. 

But this have been told, Coffee batbgreatly 
encreafed the Trade of Tobacco and Pipes, 
Earthen Difbes, Tin Wares, News Papers, 
Coals, Candles, Sugar, Tea, Chocolate, and 
what not 2 Coffe-baufes make all Sorts of 
Peaple fociable, they improve Arts and Mer- 
chandize, and all otber Knowledge. And a 
Worthy Member of this Society, bas thought 
that Coffee-Houfes have Improved Ufeful 
Knowledge very much, 

I thought to have proceeded to give you 
an Hiftorical Account of the moft Remark- 
able Trades in Ezglend, as Chimney-Swep- 
ing, Tinkers, Pedlars, €%c. And what 
were the Names of thofe that were firft of 
that Employment, as alfo the Names of 
their Apprentices, and who they Marryed : 
But fince I have preffed upon your Patience 
fo long, | thall force no more upon you than 
you are willing to bear. But pray, let me 
ask your Opinion ot thefe Philofophical 
Tranjactions, and what Thoughts you have 
6i my Friends; are they not Men that take 
a great.deals of Pains to Improve Know- 
ledge ; and let nothing pafs that’s worth 
Noting ? 


Gent, Much Pains, it muft be allowed 
ye have taken, ’tis pity ye had not confider’d 
tO what Purpoie. Tranfatt. 
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Tranfall. Why, is there not agreat deal 
of Natural Knowledge to be learned from 
what I have wrote, and Publifhed ? 


Gent. Sir, one may learn how prettily 
You and your Correfpondents are Employ’d: 
But nothing that will make a Man wifer, 
or more a Philofopher; for what am I the 
wifer, for knowing the Mice creep into holes, 
or bow naftily the Moors pull their Meat? Nor 
is what you have acquainted me with,of the 
Generation of Fleas, any more than what a 
Lowzy Beggar could have told many 
Yearsago. And as for your Coffee Story, 
I take it to be a Tale fit to be Related only 
amongit Old Women, and Mechanicks, 


Tranfad. And is that all you can fee in 
fuch Improvements ? 


Gent. No, Sir, it’s not all, for your 
Correfpondent tells us, That Coffee pro- 
motes the Tobacco Trade, and confumes 
Pipes and Candles. But I fuppote, any 
Coffee-Woman knows that, without the 
affiftance of your Friend to inform her. 


Tranfatt. Well, fince I fee you are re 
felved not to think fo well of my Cor 
refpondents as I could with ; I beg 
your Pardon for entertaining you fo long 

pith 
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with fuch Philofophical Relations, which 
I perceive, inftead of diverting, have mage 
you uneafie. But yet, I muft tell you, my 
Cortefpondents will not be difcouraged 
from purfuing their Defign, though the 
whole World Laugh at them. 


FINIS. 


